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Dungeon	and	dragons	race

Like	many	MMORGPs,	Dungeons	&	Dragons	Online	relies	upon	resources	from	two	different	machines:	your	computer	and	a	remote	server.	Let's	start	with	your	computer.	Currently,	Dungeons	&	Dragons	Online	is	only	available	for	computers	running	the	Windows	operating	system.	The	minimum	system	requirements	state	that	you	need	a	1.6
gigahertz	processor	or	better.	You'll	also	need	512	megabytes	of	RAM	and	3	gigabytes	of	hard	drive	space	(or	5	gigabytes	if	you	plan	to	download	the	high	resolution	version	of	the	game).	That's	just	the	minimum	--	the	game	will	run	better	on	a	system	with	more	power.	You'll	also	need	a	high-speed	Internet	connection.To	play	the	game,	you	must	first
download	what's	called	a	client.	The	client	acts	as	a	decoder	and	liaison	between	the	information	stored	on	your	computer's	hard	drive	and	the	information	it	receives	from	the	remote	server.	When	you	download	the	client,	you	also	download	the	information	about	the	game	world	to	your	hard	drive.	As	you	play	the	game,	the	client	sends	information
to	the	appropriate	server.	This	tells	the	game	everything	it	needs	to	know	about	your	character	in	relation	to	the	game	world.	In	return,	the	server	sends	information	back	to	the	client.In	the	United	States,	Turbine	has	five	game	servers.	Each	server	has	a	copy	of	the	game	world	on	it.	If	you	were	to	visit	each	of	the	different	servers,	you	would	notice
that	the	geography	and	all	computer-controlled	characters	and	monsters	remain	the	same.	But	player	behavior	can	vary	from	one	server	to	another.	For	instance,	players	on	some	servers	may	value	role	playing	more	than	others.When	you	log	in	to	the	game,	the	client	pulls	information	from	your	hard	drive	to	determine	your	location	and
surroundings.	Your	graphics	card	and	processor	work	to	render	the	graphics	and	present	you	with	an	image	of	where	you	are.	As	you	move	and	interact	with	your	environment,	the	client	sends	information	to	the	server.	Let's	consider	a	common	situation:	Your	character	is	attacking	a	monster.As	you	use	your	mouse	to	click	on	a	monster,	the	client
sends	information	to	the	server	alerting	it	of	your	actions.	The	server	determines	the	results	of	your	action	and	sends	it	back	to	the	client.	If	other	players	are	also	attacking	the	same	monster,	the	server	must	keep	track	of	the	results	of	each	individual	action.	While	your	computer	is	doing	some	of	the	work,	the	server	does	most	of	the	heavy	lifting.The
online	version	of	Dungeons	&	Dragons	captures	much	of	the	spirit	of	the	original	game.	If	you	explore	every	nook	and	cranny,	you'll	come	across	areas	with	special	narration.	Gary	Gygax	and	Dave	Arneson,	the	two	developers	of	the	original	Dungeons	&	Dragons	game,	lend	their	voices	to	guide	you	through	the	adventures.	Both	of	these	visionary
game	designers	have	passed	away,	but	their	work	lives	on	in	every	tabletop	game	of	D&D	and	in	the	online	version	of	Eberron,	too.Learn	more	about	MMORPGs	by	following	the	links	on	the	next	page.	I	started	researching	Dungeons	&	Dragons	with	dread.	Although	I	told	myself	I	didn't	believe	the	stereotypes	(I	have	male	and	female	friends,	from
hipsters	to	sorority	girls,	who	have	played	the	game	for	years),	I	was	still	leery	of	a	game	that	was	so	complicated	it	required	three	handbooks	for	play,	about	50	sides	of	various	dice	and	character	sheets	more	complicated	than	any	number	of	charts	in	my	medical	files.	But	like	any	other	D&D	rookie,	as	soon	as	I	actually	took	the	time	to	learn	the
game	from	research	and	other	players,	I	was	hooked.	D&D	isn't	a	game	for	antisocial	misfits;	it	is	a	game	for	anyone	who	likes	reading	a	good	story	or	playing	a	strategy	game.	Like	any	game	worth	its	salt,	the	best	part	of	it	is	spending	time	maneuvering,	arguing	and	commiserating	with	the	other	players,	be	they	nerds,	hipsters,	bros,	elves,	wizards,
orcs	–	or	any	other	character	under	the	sun.Related	ArticlesSourcesAbbott,	Henry.	"Kindly	Cast	Your	Spell	on	Us	Now,	Tim	Duncan."	TrueHoop	Blog.	May	3,	2007.	(March	18,	2012)	The.	"D&D	Basic	Set."	(March	28,	2013)	Justin.	"A	Nomenclature	of	D&D	Editions."	The	Alexandrian.	(March	18,	2012)	.	"B.A.D.D.	stands	for	Bothered	About	D&D	and
other	harmful	influences	on	children."	Holy	Smoke.org.	(March	28,	2013)	Randy.	"Welcome	to	the	World	of	Sulerin."	Sulerin.	June	2010.	(March	18,	2012)	Jans.	"Ghoul."	d20	SRD.	(March	28,	2013)	&	Dragons	Online.	"Frequently	Asked	Questions."	Warner	Bros.	Entertainment.	(March	28,	2013)	Neil.	"A	Beginners	Guide	to	Dungeons	&	Dragons	(Parts
1-3)"	DungeonsMaster.com.	Jan.	13,	2010.	(March	18,	2012)	Scott.	"Dungeons	&	Dragons."	Variety.	Dec.	7,	2000.	(March	18,	2012)	Ed.	"Why	is	the	Fifth	Edition	of	Dungeons	&	Dragons	such	a	big	deal?"	io9.	January	11,	2012.	(March	28,	2013)	&	Slash.	"On	the	Ecology	of	the	Gelatinous	Cube."	January	10,	2013.	(March	28,	2013)	M.J.	"5th	Edition
D&D	Is	in	Development	–	Should	We	Care?"	Wired.com.	Jan.	9,	2012.	(March	18,	2012)	Brent.	"20	Celebrities	Who	Play	Dungeons	&	Dragons."	The	Torch	Online.	March	10,	2009.	(March	18,	2012)	Shaun.	"The	Disappearance	of	James	Dallas	Egbert	III	(Part	I)."	Places	to	Go,	People	to	Be.	February	1999.	(March	28,	2013)	Movie	Database.	"Dungeons
&	Dragons	(1983-)."	(March	28,	2013)	Movie	Database.	"Mazes	and	Monsters	(TV	1982)."	(March	28,	2013)	and	Company.	"Knights	of	the	Dinner	Table	Magazine."	March	18,	2012.	(March	18,	2012)	David.	"Dungeon	Master:	The	Life	and	Legacy	of	Gary	Gygax."	Wired.	March	10,	2008.	(March	18,	2012)	Graeme.	"Will	Dungeons	&	Dragons	be	the	next
Hobbit?"	Time.	December	12,	2012.	(March	28,	2013)	Frank,	ed.	"Dungeons	&	Dragons	Dungeon	Masters	Rulebook."	TSR	Hobbies.	1983.	(March	28,	2013)	Frank,	ed.	"Dungeons	&	Dragons	Players	Manual."	TSR	Hobbies.	1983.	(March	28,	2013)	.	"An	Interview	with	Vin	Diesel."	2006.	(March	18,	2012)	Annalee.	"Did	Dungeons	&	Dragons	motivate	Dr.
Amy	Bishop's	shooting	spree?"	io9.com.	Feb.	17,	2010.	(March	18,	2012)	Dirk.	"Open	Letter	To	ClassicGaming.com."	(March	18,	2012)	dlp/dnd1.htmlPratschner,	Stacie.	Personal	correspondence.	March	15,	2012.Schnoebelen,	William.	"Should	a	Christian	Play	Dungeons	&	Dragons?"	Chick	Publications.	2001.	(March	18,	2012)	Greg.	"The	State	of
D&D:	Present."	Escapist	Magazine.	Dec.	28,	2011.	(March	18,	2012)	H.G.	"Little	Wars:	A	Game	for	Boys."	Frank	Palmer	Publishing.	1913.	(March	18,	2012)	Skip.	"Actions:	Part	One."	Wizards	of	the	Coast.	June	14,	2005.	(March	18,	2012)	Skip.	"All	About	Movement:	Part	One."	Wizards	of	the	Coast.	June	8,	2004.	(March	18,	2012)	Steve.	"A	Brief
History	of	Dice."	Wizards	of	the	Coast.	March	2,	2007.	(March	28,	2013)	of	the	Coast.	"FAQs	(Archives)."	2003.	(March	18,	2012)	of	the	Coast.	"New	to	D&D."	Hasbro,	Inc.	2012.	(March	18,	2012)	of	the	Coast.	"QuickStart	Rules."	2009.	(March	18,	2012)	of	the	Coast.	"The	History	of	TSR	(Archives)."	2003.	(March	18,	2011)	Meredith.	"Did	'Community'
Just	Make	D&D	Cool?"	io9.com.	Feb.	4,	2011.	(March	18,	2012)	E2%80%94dragonsWoerner,	Meredith.	"Did	you	hear	about	the	time	NBC	tried	to	kill	Community's	D&D	episode?"	io9.com.	June	9,	2011.	(March	18,	2012)	Image:	Steve	Jackson	Games/Tilting	at	Windmills/Bully	Pulpit/Lumpley	Games/Steve	Jackson	Games/Paizo/Goodman
Games/Fantasy	Flight	Games/White	Wolf/Ramshead/Phage	Press/Steve	Jackson	GamesIf	you	ever	tried	to	get	into	tabletop	role-playing	games—the	kind	where	you	sit	around	with	character	sheets,	describing	your	actions	and	rolling	dice—it	was	probably	through	Dungeons	&	Dragons.	And	if	you’re	sick	of	medieval	fantasy,	or	you	don’t	care	about
fighting	monsters,	or	you	hate	looking	up	stats	on	different	charts,	you	might	have	walked	away	thinking	“I	guess	I	don’t	like	RPGs.”	Which	is	a	shame,	because	there	are	thousands	of	other	RPGs	out	there.D&D	is	the	oldest	RPG,	and	over	the	decades	its	evolved	into	several	editions,	with	a	variety	of	complexity,	settings,	and	character	options.	But
they’re	all	related	to	the	core	concept	of	playing	elves	and	dwarves	that	fight	fantasy	monsters,	in	a	vaguely	Middle	Earthy	setting.	So	if	that	whole	vibe	isn’t	working	for	you,	here’s	a	guide	to	searching	for	something	better.Different	SettingsThere’s	no	reason	that	a	game	has	to	be	medieval-flavored.	There	are	RPGs	in	every	genre	and	setting:
cyberpunk,	post-apocalypse,	kids’	cartoon,	espionage,	vampire,	superhero,	18th	century	gothic	romance,	even	religious	wars	in	pre-statehood	Utah.	You	can	play	the	minions	of	a	vampire	or	mad	scientist,	or	an	intentionally	overpowered	adventurer.	(If	you	want	to	be	a	modern-day	magician,	I	recommend	Mage:	The	Awakening	or	its	predecessor
Mage:	The	Ascension).	Wikipedia	has	a	long,	but	far	from	complete,	list	of	games	by	genre.Different	editions	of	D&D	You	can	easily	tweak	the	setting	or	characters	in	D&D;	different	versions	of	D&D,	as	well	as	loads	of	supplemental	materials	even	Just	like	D&D	was	inspired	by	Lord	of	the	Rings	and	Conan	the	Barbarian,	some	of	the	most	popular
RPGs	are	inspired	by	famous	genre	fiction.	Call	of	Cthulhu	uses	the	“Cthulhu	mythos”	developed	by	HP	Lovecraft	and	other	horror	writers,	but	you	can	set	it	in	any	time	period	and	any	place	on	Earth	(or	even	off	Earth).	Mouse	Guard	was	based	on	comics	of	the	same	name,	which	were	inspired	by	Brian	Jacques’s	Redwall	books.If	you	want	to	play	in	a
specific	fictional	universe,	like	Star	Wars,	Firefly,	or	James	Bond,	just	do	a	search	for	the	title	and	“RPG.”	If	there’s	no	official	game,	there’s	often	an	unofficial	game	(check	out	this	Harry	Potter	RPG).	If	there’s	no	unofficial	game,	there’s	usually	something	in	a	matching	genre.Some	systems	aren’t	even	built	for	a	specific	setting	or	story.	The	Generic
Universal	Role	Playing	System—GURPS—builds	interlocking	sets	of	rules	for	everything	you	can	think	of,	including	some	specific	fictional	worlds	like	Mars	Attacks	and	Terry	Pratchett’s	Discworld.Different	RulesEvery	game	works	a	little	differently,	or	a	lot	differently.	In	D&D,	wizards	learn	specific	spells	independently	of	each	other,	like	they’re
collectible	cards.	In	the	Mage	games,	a	character’s	magical	ability	is	more	holistically	determined	by	their	skill	in	“arcana”	like	temporal	magic,	necromancy,	and	mind	control.If	you	just	want	a	version	of	D&D	that’s	less	complicated,	you	have	tons	of	options.	Two	of	my	favorites	are	Dungeon	Crawl	Classics	and	Dungeon	World,	and	they’re	roughly
opposites.	Of	the	three	major	paradigms	of	role-playing	games—drama,	simulation,	and	game—DCC	focuses	on	game,	Dungeon	World	on	drama.DCC	runs	on	an	old-school	system	of	rules,	stats,	and	randomized	events,	so	you	can	have	fun	one-session	adventures.	You	don’t	want	to	build	friendships	with	non-player	characters,	you	want	to	kill	them
and	take	their	loot.	You	know	barely	anything	about	the	monsters	that	surround	you,	but	you	know	your	new	enchanted	axe	does	extra	damage	to	the	undead.	DCC’s	creators	publish	lots	of	modules,	so	your	dungeon	master	doesn’t	have	to	make	their	own	story	if	they	don’t	want	to.	DCC	also	uses	even	weirder	dice	than	D&D,	like	dice	with	7	or	30
sides.Dungeon	World	focuses	on	character	relationships	and	storytelling—you	get	points	for	fulfilling	a	“bond”	with	another	player—for	satisfying	long-term	narratives.	You	can	make	choices	based	on	the	most	interesting	story,	rather	than	maxing	out	your	stats.	Your	dungeon	master	is	encouraged	to	make	most	details	up	as	they	go	along,	which
saves	them	prep	time	and	lets	the	players	help	create	the	world.	There’s	less	arithmetic,	but	some	more	abstract	concepts	to	keep	in	mind.You	can	get	a	lot	weirder,	and	throw	out	the	dice	entirely.	In	the	trippy,	multi-dimensional	fantasy	game	Amber,	if	two	characters	come	into	conflict,	there’s	no	dice	roll,	no	randomization	at	all:	If	two	characters
are	wrestling,	the	stronger	one	wins,	unless	a	character	can	pull	out	some	other	item	or	ability	that	gives	them	the	upper	hand.The	horror	game	Dread	is	run	with	a	Jenga	tower.	Every	time	you	try	to	do	something	you	could	fail	at,	you	have	to	make	a	Jenga	move.	When	the	tower	falls,	you	die.For	minimalist	games	with	fewer	rules,	try	this	list	on	RPG
Geek,	which	includes	several	games	with	only	one	page	of	rules.	For	a	minimalist	version	of	D&D,	try	the	Tiny	Dungeon	Roleplaying	Game	Handbook.	Players	don’t	level	up,	and	all	dice	rolls	use	a	couple	of	regular	six-sided	dice.If	you’re	already	familiar	with	a	few	systems,	but	you	want	to	find	a	simpler—or	more	complicated—one,	read	Rolfe
Bergstrom’s	list	of	games	ranked	by	complexity,	or	Lunatyk’s	follow-up	with	more	games.	If	you’re	familiar	with	all	the	gaming	tropes	and	you	want	a	system	that	leaves	you	tons	of	room	to	handwave	or	improvise,	try	the	intentionally	incomplete	World	of	Dungeons	(here’s	a	collaborative	rulebook	on	Google	docs).If	you’re	a	beginner,	try	Paste
Magazine’s	list	of	beginner	RPGs	(including	several	I’ve	mentioned).	If	you	just	want	to	play	D&D	for	free,	try	the	free-as-in-speech,	free-as-in-beer	Pathfinder	system	(here’s	a	more	web-native	rulebook).Less	CombatFor	all	the	variety	of	RPGs,	most	of	them	are	engineered	for	fighting.	But	a	few	games	avoid	this	cliché.	In	the	acclaimed	Japanese
import	Golden	Sky	Stories,	recommended	for	kids	10	and	up,	you	play	a	magic	animal	that	helps	people	and	makes	friends.	^-^	A	play	session	lasts	just	an	hour	or	two.You	could	also	try	The	Cloud	Dungeon	and	ExSpelled,	two	cute	adventure	games	played	through	imagination	and	papercraft.	The	first	is	a	family-friendly	fairy	tale;	the	second	is	an
affectionate	Harry	Potter	parody	set	at	a	community	college	for	mediocre	wizards.For	more	games,	check	out	the	“Non-video	game	examples”	section	of	this	TV	Tropes	page.No	Dungeon	MasterMost	RPGs	require	a	dungeon	master,	to	build	and	narrate	the	world	around	the	players.	But	maybe	no	one	in	your	group	wants	to	spend	hours	prepping	your
sessions	and	studying	the	rules.DM-less	games	often	feel	more	like	collaborative	storytelling.	Universalis,	for	example,	has	players	bid	for	character	attributes	using	coins,	then	trading	those	coins	to	take	actions,	to	change	the	rules,	or	to	take	control	of	each	other’s	characters.	The	system	is	meant	to	work	with	any	genre	or	setting.Fiasco	tells	a	much
more	specific	story:	a	caper	that	feels	like	a	Coen	Brothers	movie	or	a	Jane	the	Virgin	plot,	set	in	locations	like	the	suburbs	or	an	Antarctic	outpost.	The	game	plays	out	in	one	sitting,	and	it’s	a	lot	like	a	board	game	with	no	pieces	and	no	board.	You	and	your	fellow	players	are	all	tangled	in	a	web	of	intrigue	with	each	other.	You	win	by	developing
twists	and	turns	in	your	story,	so	bungling	a	heist	and	getting	murdered	by	your	secret	twin	brother	can	be	a	victory.	You	do	roll	dice,	but	just	the	regular	kind.Also	try	Board	Game	Geek’s	forum	discussion	of	DM-less	dungeon	crawls,	and	blogger	Doubleninja’s	list	of	over	200	GM-less	games	in	all	genres.Experienced	gamers	will	know	we’ve	just
barely	gotten	started,	so	check	the	comments	below	for	more	suggestions,	stories,	and	gracious	corrections	of	our	gross	mischaracterizations.
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