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Something different from the author, no dystopian society nor a science fiction work, but a nostalgic view of life from a young boy. Set in a small Illinois town in 1928, it’s a summer of being young, having adventures and wanting time to slow down. Based on the childhood home of the author it’s a wonderfully written story and it could reflect
memories of one’s own. The neighborhood or area we grew up in, the people we knew and the memories we have of those days gone by. The author brings it all to life, picking dandelions with his grandfather, wanting a new pair of sneakers, saying good-bye to a friend, the death of a family member, some stories of the neighbors...plus a menace called
“the lonely one”. Free Online Study Guide for Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury Previous Page | Table of Contents | Next PageDownloadable / Printable Version Major Themes The defining theme of Dandelion Wine is the struggle between life and death, between the joys of human experience and the inevitable surrender to mortality. How can one
enjoy life, knowing it will end? What good are simple human pleasures if there is so much suffering and death in the world? These issues are universal, and risk becoming grandiose with little productive thought - but Bradbury often scales back the cosmic scope of this issue with related minor themes. Another major theme, one which ties into issues
of mortality, is the value of memory. It manifests in the nostalgia of a simpler time and place --that is, Green Town, Illinois in summer 1928. Bradbury assumes that a "simple" life of straightforward pleasures is the way one can feel most alive; it is, in some ways, an updated version of philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau's notion of "noble savages",
based on the idea that people are basically good and that an increasingly complex life (achieved in the furtherance of an abstract belief in "civilization") only makes people more miserable and less appreciative of the simplest (and most powerful) pleasures available to them. Moving from forest to trees, there are the ways memories are treasured and
maintained by characters: the metafictive elements of dandelion wine and the tablet of events kept by Douglas and Tom Spaulding; there are also the memories of the so-called Time Machine, Colonel Freeleigh, and the travelogues of Helen Loomis. These approaches emphasize communal continuity - whether the town or the family unit - which is one
way to fight against mortality, to pass along one's knowledge and experiences to future generations. Minor Themes Related to the major themes are various minor themes that extrapolate on a specific view of what mortality is. There is the education of youth, the discoveries and growing self-awareness that comes with growing up: in this, we find the
sub-themes of rituals and discoveries, and the knowledge each bestows on a person. There is the individual experience of time: within this, we find the clear distinction drawn between Youth and Old Age, as well as the notion of a practical immortality through community. There is also the limits of technology and its role in human experience: this is
often posed as the inevitable abuse of the gifts of scientific progress, that too much technology tends to take away from the pleasures of being human. On the opposite end of the spectrum, there is the danger of nature, represented in the townscape by the ravine that splits Green Town in half: as with too much technology, untamed nature is
antithetical to modern man, threatening in its wildness and danger. MOOD The mood of the book is meant to capture Bradbury's sense of childhood: often solemn, intent on taking the business of growing up quite seriously. It is also filled with wonder and a strong sense of hyperbole, as the experiences of childhood are thought to be more vivid, more
powerful, for its newness and unexpectedness at such a young age. This combination of moods is clearest when the Spaulding brothers discuss the list they're compiling about the summer. Beyond that, there is some variation in the mood to reflect certain chapters with slightly different subjects: horror in the chapter devoted to the Lonely One, and
comedy in the chapter devoted to the conflict between Elmira Brown and Clara Goodwater. It's worth noting that the Spaulding brothers play only a minor role in these chapters. Ray Bradbury - BIOGRAPHY As one of the best-known authors of science fiction, Ray Bradbury played a significant role in not only making the genre more widely popular,
but also to legitimize the form critically among mainstream critics. His unique blend of poetic nostalgia, imaginative flights of fancy, and allegorical social commentary Ray Douglas Bradbury was born on August 22, 1920, in Waukegan, Illinois. His family moved several times, returning to Waukegan each time, before settling down in Los Angeles in
1934. In his teen years he befriended another future legend of science fiction, Forest Ackerman, who published some of Bradbury's earliest stories in fanzines. Even in high school, Bradbury saw how writing the kind of fiction he enjoyed --speculative stories of fantasy and science - earned him less recognition than "legitimate" fiction. However, he
stuck with his passion and through stories published in homemade fanzines and magazines such as Weird Tales, Bradbury earned a reputation among the still-nascent circles of science fiction and fantasy fandom. His first book, 1950's The Martian Chronicles, won him critical acclaim both within science fiction circles and in the broader mainstream
readership. The stories in Bradbury's first collection reflected concerns that would develop in later works: the idea of a thematically-tied short story collection would be revisited in The Illustrated Man, and the theme of censorship would blossom into his most famous novel, Fahrenheit 451. Dandelion Wine began as a series of short stories - many of
them published in magazines - conjuring Bradbury's childhood memories in Waukegan, now renamed Green Town. Spaulding is the maiden name of his paternal great-grandmother, Mary. His paternal great-grandfather, Samuel Bradbury, was mayor of Waukegan and the house where Samuel and Mary lived was the basis for the house of Douglas
Spaulding's grandparents. There was a real-life ravine in Waukegan, though the town itself was bigger than the sleepy little hamlet described in Bradbury's novel. There was even a real-life Lonely One: that was the nickname given to a cat burglar (not a serial killer) who terrorized Waukegan when Bradbury was a child. Dandelion Wine was published
in September 1957; the following month, Bradbury's father Leonard Spaulding Bradbury died, though not without reading the novel. Bradbury's imaginative takes on human nature appeared not only in print, but also television, movies, comic books, and radio programs. Bradbury enjoyed working in different forms as well as in different genres:
science fiction is what he's always been best known for, with stories such as "A Sound of Thunder" becoming instant classics of the genre, but he also wrote memorable horror stories such as the novel Something Wicked This Way Comes. He not only watched as adaptations of his fiction took place, he often took part in writing those adaptations.
Among the awards he's earned in his long and distinguished career are the Grand Master Award from the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America in 1988, and the National Medal of Arts in 2004. He also has an asteroid named after him, the moon has a Dandelion Crater named after Dandelion Wine, and he has earned a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame - all testaments to the range and breadth of his career. LITERARY/HISTORICAL INFORMATION The novel was inspired by Bradbury's childhood in Waukegan, albeit one idealized from reality. Originally, the manuscript was twice as long, but at the behest of his editor Walter Bradbury (no relation), Ray Bradbury cut half the stories for a
projected sequel, Farewell Summer. Farewell Summer has yet to be published; but along with the published novel Something Wicked This Way Comes, the three works form the Green Town trilogy. Bradbury originally included the title of the short stories in his manuscript, but deleted them to make the work more cohesive. The hero of this novel,
Douglas Spaulding, has appeared in other stories by Bradbury, further cementing his role as the author's alter ego. Previous Page | Table of Contents | Next PageDownloadable / Printable Version Free Online Study Guide for Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury For other uses, see Dandelion Wine (disambiguation). Dandelion Wine Dust-jacket from the
first editionAuthorRay BradburyCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishPublisherDoubledayPublication date1957Media typePrint (Hardback & Paperback)Pages2811SBN0-553-27753-7 (reprint)OCLC18280204Followed byFarewell Summer Dandelion Wine is a 1957 novel by Ray Bradbury set in the summer of 1928 in the fictional town of Green Town,
Illinois, based upon Bradbury's childhood home of Waukegan, Illinois. The novel developed from the short story "Dandelion Wine", which appeared in the June 1953 issue of Gourmet magazine. The title refers to a wine made with dandelion petals and other ingredients, commonly citrus fruit. In the story, dandelion wine, as made by the protagonist's
grandfather, serves as a metaphor for packing all of the joys of summer into a single bottle. The main character of the story is Douglas Spaulding, a 12-year-old boy loosely patterned after Bradbury. Most of the book is focused upon the routines of small-town America, and the simple joys of yesterday. Background and origins Bradbury noted in "Just
This Side of Byzantium", a 1974 essay used as an introduction to the book, that Dandelion Wine is a recreation of a boy's childhood, based upon an intertwining of Bradbury's own experiences and imagination. Farewell Summer, the official sequel to Dandelion Wine, was published in October 2006. While Farewell Summer is a direct continuation of the
plot of Dandelion Wine, Something Wicked This Way Comes, a novel with a completely different plot and characters, is often paired with the latter because of their stylistic and thematic similarities. Together, the three novels form a Green Town trilogy. A fourth volume, Summer Morning, Summer Night, published in 2008, contains twenty-seven
Green Town stories and vignettes, seventeen of which had never been published before.[1] Plot introduction Dandelion Wine is a series of short stories loosely connected to summer occurrences, with Douglas and his family as recurring characters. Many of the chapters were first published as individual short stories, the earliest being The Night
(1946), with the remainder appearing between 1950 and 1957. Main characters Douglas Spaulding — The protagonist of the novel, the entire summer is seen mostly through his eyes as a time of joys and sorrows. Douglas is imaginative, fanciful, and occasionally meditative on the state of the world. Most of the time, he aims to have fun as a 12-year-
old kid, but sometimes he lapses into philosophical brooding on topics, including life and death, more mature topics than what would be expected of his age. Bradbury has stated that Douglas is based on the childhood version of him, and in fact, "Douglas" is Bradbury's actual middle name, while "Spaulding" is his father's middle name. Tom Spaulding
— Douglas' younger brother, Tom is the more logical and skeptical one, often questioning his brother's seemingly inexplicable actions. Tom is also somewhat more childish and naive than Douglas, often failing to understand the seriousness of Douglas' thoughts about his life; nonetheless, he often acts as the voice of reason when Douglas' imagination
gets the better of him. Charlie — A friend of Douglas and Tom, Charlie often hangs around with them. Charlie sometimes comments on a situation or on the behavior of other characters. Other than that, he gets little character development and acts as more of a side character for Douglas and Tom's adventures. Critical reception Some critics consider
Dandelion Wine to be Bradbury's most personal work. According to Electric Literature, "The book is Bradbury’s masterpiece, his fullest, most deeply felt and lyrical expression, touching on his usual themes of youth, old age and small-town life but stripped of their usual layer of sci-fi remove."[2] Georges D. Todds of the SF Site said that the novel's
power lies in the "emotional attachment" it stirs in readers because it is almost completely nostalgia in contrast to Bradbury's usual blend of horror/science fiction and nostalgia. He stated that this trait was what set it apart from his other works:[3] Certainly I would tell anyone wanting to know what makes Ray Bradbury the human being he is to read
Dandelion Wine, and anyone wanting to know what makes Ray Bradbury the renowned writer he is to read The October Country or The Martian Chronicles. The novel's heavy reliance on poetical imagery has produced mixed criticism. Many critics say that these are the novel's greatest strengths because the tone matches the spirit of Bradbury's
memories and optimistic outlook. John Zuck classified it as "spiritual fiction," paying particular attention to the religious theme of holding on to ephemeral beauty (i.e. the short-lived summer).[4] Floyd C. Gale wrote that "Admirers of Bradbury will welcome this tender volume and even his decriers will find passages of pure evocative magic to soften
their flinty hearts".[5] Other critics, however, label this style as overwrought and too "feel-good". Alan David Price stated that while "Bradbury is at his most effective when evoking a New World joy and optimism", there are times when his prose becomes overly sentimental and his "gently fantastic style becomes plain tiring". He nonetheless classifies
Dandelion Wine as "an engrossing read".[6] The noted critic and author Damon Knight was also downbeat:[7] Childhood is Bradbury's one subject, but you will not find real childhood here, Bradbury's least of all. What he has had to say about it has always been expressed obliquely, in symbol and allusion, and always with the tension of the outsider -
the ex-child, the lonely one. In giving up this tension, in diving with arms spread into the glutinous pool of sentimentality that has always been waiting for him, Bradbury has renounced the one thing that made him worth reading. Knight remarks further that "The period is as vague as the place; Bradbury calls it 1928, but it has no feeling of genuine
recollection; most of the time it is like second-hand 1910." Sequel Farewell Summer, published in 2006, is Bradbury's sequel to Dandelion Wine. Film, television, theatrical and radio adaptations Bradbury co-wrote a musical of Dandelion Wine in 1988 with Jimmy Webb.[8] A stage production was done in 1992 in Manistee Michigan. Ray Bradbury was
present at the Ramsdell theater for the opening night. The novel was also made into a 1997 Russian film adaptation, titled Vino iz oduvanchikov.[9] Currently, there is no English film adaptation available for the book. Dandelion Wine was produced as a full-cast radio play by the Colonial Radio Theatre on the Air, in 2006. Ray Bradbury wrote the script
from his stage play, and the production was released by Blackstone Audio. The cast included Jerry Robbins as Bill Forrester, William Humphrey as Douglas Spaulding, Rik Pierce as Grandpa, and James McLean as Tom Spaulding. The production was directed by Nancy Curran Willis, with music by Jeffrey Gage, and was produced by Jerry Robbins.
After hearing the production, Ray Bradbury sent a letter to producer Jerry Robbins: "I've just played for the second time your production of Dandelion Wine and it's fabulous. I'm so very proud of it. In fact, it made me weep. In your own way you've told me that I have a chance of part of me living beyond the day that I leave this earth. This production is
simply incredible."[citation needed] Phil Nichols of www.Bradburymedia.co.uk said of this recording, "The audio production is extravagant, and benefits from some strong performances and an extensive musical score...one of the most lively and energetic Bradbury productions for many years."[citation needed] The production won the Ogle Award for
best Fantasy Production of 2006. In August 2011, Hollywood producers Mike Medavoy and Doug McKay of Phoenix Pictures announced a new American feature adaptation of Dandelion Wine, destined for release in 2012 or 2013. Bradbury, RGI Productions' husband and wife team Rodion Nahapetov and Natasha Shliapnikoff are working with
Medavoy and McKay to produce the adaptation, with Nahapetov penning the script.[10] In 2011, BBC Radio 4 Extra broadcast an adaptation of Bradbury's novel. This was repeated annually until at least 2014. In popular culture In 1971, the Apollo 15 astronauts named a Moon crater "Dandelion Crater" for Bradbury's novel. "Dandelion Wine", a song
from Blackmore's Night's 2003 album Ghost of a Rose, is named after the novel and shares with it the theme of childhood memories in the summer. In the 2014 horror adventure game The Vanishing of Ethan Carter, the protagonists name is shown on the cover of a fictional science fiction magazine as the featured author of a story set on Mars, a
reference to author Ray Bradbury's 1950 book The Martian Chronicles. The game contains a theme of a child's imagination much like Dandelion Wine. Gregory Alan Isakov's song "Dandelion Wine" is named after the novel. "Dandelion Wine", a song from The Appleyard's 2016 album Hardtimes For Dreamers, shares ideas inspired from the novel
including potent summer memories and death. See also Experience machine, similar to the Happiness Machine Footnotes ~ Subterranean Press, Summer Morning, Summer Night. Archived 2008-09-27 at the Wayback Machine. ISBN 978-1-59606-202-3. ~ Stewart, Henry (February 9, 2015). "Childhood's End: Death and Growing Up in the Books of
Ray Bradbury". Electric Literature. ~ Todds, Georges D (1999). "The SF Site Featured Review: Dandelion Wine". Extracted on January 10, 2007. ©~ Zuck, John. "Dandelion Wine". Added February 13, 2005. Extracted on January 10, 2007. ©~ Gale, Floyd C. (April 1958). "Galaxy's 5 Star Shelf". Galaxy. pp. 85-88. Retrieved 13 June 2014. © Price, Alan
David. "Dandelion Wine - an infinity plus review". Extracted on January 10, 2007. ™ Knight, Damon (1967). In Search of Wonder. Chicago: Advent. ™ The typescript is dated 1989 and located in the New York Public Library, "minus the music:" . Earlier stage adaptations of Dandelion Wine were written by other hands. See Larry Alexander, Los Angeles
Times, Aug. 27, 2000: ~ Vino iz oduvanchikov (Dandelion Wine). The film was based on an unauthorized Russian translation of the novel; Article V of the Universal Copyright Convention, to which Russia belongs, allows unauthorized translations of foreign language works for which there is no authorized translation. ~ Fleming, Mike. "Ray Bradbury &
Mike Medavoy Team For 'Dandelion Wine'". Deadline.com. Retrieved 2013-02-24. References Reid, Robin Anne (2000). "Ray Bradbury: A Critical Companion". Greenwood Press. "Dandelion Wine: Study Guide". SparkNotes. Archived from the original on 2021-04-19. "Library of Congress Online Catalog". Retrieved 2007-12-13. External links Wikiquote
has quotations related to: Dandelion Wine Dandelion Wine title listing at the Internet Speculative Fiction Database Dandelion Wine Free Study Guide/Analysis at TheBestNotes.com SparkNotes Study Guide Website about the theatrical adaptation of Dandelion Wine Novelguide for Dandelion Wine Retrieved from "
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