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The release of Sacha Baron Cohen’s Borat sequel has yet again elicited mixed reactions in Kazakh society. The mockumentary comedy film, directed by Jason Woliner and entitled Borat Subsequent Moviefilm: Delivery of Prodigious Bribe to American Regime for Make Benefit Once Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan, was released on Friday on Amazon
Prime. The fictional titular character is a Kazakh journalist and television personality Borat Sagdiyev, played by Baron Cohen, and characterised by his exaggerated racist, antisemitic and misogynist views, which are portrayed in the film as being typical in Kazakhstan. While the movie is a satire on American ignorance and prejudice, rather than an
attempt to mock Kazakhs, not everyone in Kazakhstan has appreciated the joke. Prior to the movie’s release, more than 100,000 people signed an online petition to cancel the film. Small groups of protesters also gathered in front of the US consulate in the Kazakh city of Almaty on the day of the premiere. The social media reaction was particularly
heated. The hashtag #cancelborat appeared on Twitter and Instagram, with thousands of Kazakhs outraged by the alleged racism of the movie and accusing Baron Cohen of insulting the nation. #WeAreNotYourJoke REPOST!#cancelborat #cancelborat#ka3zakmazakeMmec #kazakhstan#qazaqmazaqemes #sachabaroncohen#borat2 #racism #borat
#jagshemash #chenquieh #repost pic.twitter.com/WTho9pcOvq — Gia Noortas (@GiaNoortas) October 24, 2020 To make things worse, before the premiere the film’s marketing team set up fake Instagram and Twitter accounts impersonating the Kazakh government. Initially, most tweets focused on the weather and the activities of the country’s
ministers. “Little known fact: Kazakhs were first in the world to domesticate horses. Another great moment in the history of our great nation! #technology #worldculture,” said a tweet from September 30. Little known fact: Kazakhs were first in the world to domesticate horses. Another great moment in the history of our great nation! #technology
#worldculture — Republic of Kazakhstan [J[] (@KazakhstanGovt) September 29, 2020 That same day, the spoof account tweeted to congratulate Donald Trump - the “great friend of the Kazakh people” - for winning the presidential debate before it even took place. “Apologies. We are unable to currently follow debate because of poor Wi-Fi signal
despite recent government purchase of broadband account. Please inform us of developments! #debates2020,” said a subsequent tweet. “"GREAT NEWS! We are using Wi-Fi of neighbouring a**holes Uzbekistan! Watching debate again!,” the account tweeted minutes later. While the press office of the Kazakh prime minister felt obliged to deny being
the author of the account, this time the authorities restrained from making official comments about the movie. ‘Borat the last thing to worry about’ The first Borat movie, titled Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan, which was released in 2006, initially elicited criticism from government officials. But in
2012, Foreign Minister Yerzhan Kazykhanov said he was “grateful to Borat for helping attract tourists to Kazakhstan”. He also said following the film’s release, the number of visas issued by the country grew tenfold. Kazakh society, however, remains divided. “Borat has once again split the Kazakhstanis into two camps. Some people are deeply
outraged and say that the film is a lie because it was shot in Romania, not Kazakhstan. Our country is only 30 years old and state symbols are still sacralised,” Tatiana Fominova, a Kazakh marketing specialist, told Al Jazeera. “The other half understands that the film is primarily about the United States and Sacha Baron Cohen has picked Kazakhstan
almost randomly,” she said. Fominova noted that, because of Borat, foreigners often laugh at Kazakhstan as they believe the movie reflects reality. She said she had come across this reaction herself during a trip to the US, which she said was unpleasant, but added she would not hold it against the filmmakers. “The level of absurdity and corruption in
our country is so high that Borat is the last thing to worry about,” Fominova said. “Kazakhstan grabs world media attention only in connection to consecutive political and social scandals. Borat cannot spoil this image even more.” Source: Al Jazeera THANKS FOR VISITING UNFORTUNATELY WE'RE NOT CURRENTLY AVAILABLE IN THIS REGION.
©2020 Crackle, Inc. All rights reserved. On Nov. 3, 2006, Sacha Baron Cohen arrived in theaters with Borat, a surprise hit that nabbed more than $120 million at the box office. The Hollywood Reporter’s original review is below. This year you are not going to find a more appalling, tasteless, grotesque, politically incorrect or slanderous film than
Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan. You probably won’t laugh as hard all year, either. For once it’s true: Borat has to be seen to be believed. Like an exploding cesspool at a country club dinner. Or a strip show in a cathedral. You just might want to stay through the credit crawl, too: The last shot is as
funny as the first one. Borat is a mockumentary revolving around one Borat Sagdiyev, a gangly, gray-suited journalist working for Kazakhstan’s state-run TV network, who takes his mangled English and die-hard prejudices to America to make a documentary about life in the U.S. of A. Borat is the brainchild of British comic Sacha Baron Cohen, creator
and star of HBO’s Da Ali G Show. The director of Borat is one of the inventors of modern TV comedy, Larry Charles, whose sure hand here shows that he has moved on from Masked and Anonymous, his unfortunate first misstep in cinema. Borat played to many empty seats at initial festival screenings last week. But in its final screenings, turn-away
crowds showed up thanks to the buzz. Here amid all this serious, high-minded art, audiences were greedy for a movie where everything, truly everything, is inappropriate. Fox may have a hit with Borat. The movie begins in Kazakhstan (with Romania doing the honors), where Borat shows off his native village and its traditions. This includes the
Running of the Jew, where young men flee down a corridor of terror before an individual in a huge mask that brings together just about every anti-Semitic caricature into one horrible visage. Borat then proudly introduces his sister, “the No. 4 prostitute in all of country.” He brings to America a host of prejudices so ingrained as to offend everyone he
meets. His interview with a group of feminists revolves around his belief that a woman'’s brain is the size of a squirrel’s. He is terrified of homosexuals, yet blithely practices his homeland’s manly customs of men kissing each other and wrestling in the nude. Borat is accompanied by his obese producer, Azamat Bagatov (Ken Davitian), who can’t
understand why they are crossing the country in a purchased ice cream truck instead of doing the interviews scheduled on the East Coast. He doesn’t realize that his colleague has discovered his true love while watching reruns of Baywatch on TV: Pamela Anderson. Because she lives in California, that is now the promised land. He means to marry her
Kazakhstan-style, which requires a burlap sack. On the road, Borat takes hip-hop lessons from black youths. He tries to purchase a gun to protect himself from Jews. (He buys a bear instead.) He draws cheers from a crowd at a rodeo by chanting, “May George Bush drink the blood of every man, woman and child in Iraq!” He invites a large prostitute
to a dinner party of religious conservatives. The high point — which also is the low point — comes when he and his producer get into a very physical fight in their hotel room over Anderson, which spills into the hall, an elevator, the lobby and finally a convention in a banquet room. They are both buck naked, which is not a pretty sight. So, is Borat a
modern-day version of those old Polish jokes? The movie will have its detractors and defenders, but it’s pretty clear the satiric attack isn’t on bigotry so much as its origins — superstitions, traditions, ancestral animosities and beliefs in cultural and gender superiority, all firmly rooted in dire ignorance. The weapon wielded by Cohen and Charles is
crudeness. People today, especially those in public life, can disguise prejudice in coded language and soft tones. Bigotry is ever so polite now. So the filmmakers mean to drag the beast out into the sunlight of brilliant satire and let everyone see the rotting, stinking, foul thing for what it is. When you laugh at something that is bad, it loses much of its
power. — Kirk Honeycutt, originally published on Sept 12, 2006 BOSTON (Reuters) - Manning the front desk in the posh Adolphus Hotel in Dallas, David Davis was stunned and furious when he was ambushed by the misogynistic, anti-Semitic fictional Kazakh TV journalist Borat Sagdiyev.British actor Sacha Baron Cohen, acting as Kazakh TV reporter
known as 'Borat', poses for photographers in Sydney November 13, 2006, during a promotion for his film "Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan". REUTERS/David Gray The hotel publicity manager had expected to be featured in a Central Asian travel TV segment when Borat, fresh from a lesson in street
dress from a group of young black Americans, turned up with pants pulled down and white underwear showing.Calling Davis “vanilla face”, Borat tried to book a room while uttering profanities.Davis shooed the character played by British comedian Sacha Baron Cohen out of the lobby, and he’s still angry.In his quest to discover the heart of America,
Borat found plenty of unwitting co-stars in the faux documentary “Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan.” Now many are speaking out. Some, like Davis, are angry. Some are embarrassed. Some laugh it off. Two fraternity brothers are upset enough to file lawsuits and a British newspaper says the
residents of an impoverished Romanian village who appear in “Borat” may do the same.In an interview with Reuters, Davis said he had no idea that Borat was an elaborate hoax and that he would wind up in a movie topping the worldwide box-office charts. He signed a release form but thought it was for a travel piece.“People have a right in this
country to say yes or no to being a part of a film like this,” Davis said. “I don’t think it’s fair to take someone who is not in the public eye and hold them up to ridicule like they’ve done.”Baron Cohen thrives on shock humor and politically incorrect comedy, submerging himself in characters such as “Ali G”, a gangster wannabe, Borat and the gay
fashionista Bruno in his HBO series “Da Ali G Show” often to produce biting satire.“I think he’s a comic genius,” said Patrick Haggerty, a public speech coach featured in the movie trying to teach Borat how to tell a joke.“When I first shook hands with him I said to myself ‘this guy is really weird but that is life.” But about 15 or 20 minutes into the
filming I really started to smell a rat.“I went up to the director and I said ‘Why don’t you let me in on the gag? I know there’s a gag’. He said ‘No, no, no, no, you misunderstand. You're doing fine. This guy needs your help.”DUPEDHaggerty said he realized he had been duped when he told his son about his brush with the wild-eyed, mustachioed
Kazakh journalist in an unwashed gray suit.”“My son said ‘Dad did you do or say anything stupid because that’s the way this works. The genre is he gets people in a situation where either he makes a fool out of them or he makes a fool out of himself’,” Haggerty said.“I’'m pretty sure I stayed professional the whole way through,” he said. “I think I came
away relatively unscathed.”Not so for two University of South Carolina fraternity brothers who are shown guzzling alcohol and making racist and sexist remarks. They sued the studio and producers for fraud, saying the filmmakers duped them into appearing in the movie by getting them drunk.Dharma Arthur, a 35-year-old television news producer,
lost her job after Borat appeared live on her show in Jackson, Mississippi. Bobby Rowe, a Tennessee rodeo promoter, was caught on film making derogatory comments about gays and Muslims.Jay Dougherty, an entertainment law specialist at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, examined the consent form used by Baron Cohen and he expects the
fraternity brothers and others who sue to have a hard time building a case.“Borat” also could face a lawsuit from the poor Romanian village of Glod where the opening scenes were filmed. Britain’s Daily Mail said each villager was paid just $6 and may sue Borat’s Hollywood producers.Nicu Tudorache, a one-armed grandfather depicted in the film
with a sex-toy prosthesis, told the newspaper, “They conned us into doing all these things and never told us anything about what was going on.”Pastor Cary Speaker and his wife Sally, whom Borat insulted at a dinner in Alabama arranged to teach him Southern etiquette, are not big fans. Borat was expelled from their gathering after a prostitute he
invited showed up at the dinner.“I walked away feeling that we got off lucky and we didn’t embarrass ourselves,” Speaker told Reuters. “I'm not interested in suing him. In some ways the political satire in the movie points out the prejudices and the bigotries of Americans.”New York artist Linda Stein, who appeared in the movie throwing Borat out of
her studio after a botched conversation about feminism, is confused by Baron Cohen’s tactics.“I was so earnest in my desire to help women and to teach what I thought was an uneducated man perhaps from a tribal community,” she told Reuters. “I wish him luck even though he’s not going to need my luck with $26 million in one weekend.”Our
Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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