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One of the first rites of passage for any traveler is getting your passport. And while some people have been traveling internationally since they were little, plenty of others have never had a passport and don’t know how to get the process started. This is for them. (Please note: Applying for a passport as described in this
article would be under normal circumstances, and not during a pandemic.)Here’s what you needA completed application (DS-11). You can fill out the application online or print this pdf copy to write in your responses. Proof of citizenship (a birth certificate or Consular Birth Report Abroad if born outside of the United
States). Get a photocopy of the front of your citizenship proof and the back (if it has something written on the back). The photocopy must be on standard 8.5x11 inch paper, in black and white, and clearly visible. If you do not have a birth certificate, you’ll need to check out these rules for secondary forms of identification.
Proof of identity with photo ID: state ID, driver’s license, military photo ID, employee ID, expired license, Medicare/health insurance card, or green card. You’ll need a copy of this to include in your application submission. You must present one form of primary ID. If you cannot produce one of the primary forms of ID you
can also use 2 forms of secondary identification including marriage license, social security card, vehicle registration, employer identification card, student ID, and/or yearbook picture. A passport photo. The photo must be taken in the past six months, in full color, on a clean, white background. Also it must have a full view
of the front of your face and should measure 2x2 inches. No glasses can be worn in the photo and you can smile as long as it is not extreme or closes your eyes.Traveling continues to slow down in a much-needed effort to flatten the curve of the coronavirus…Read moreWhere to applyThere are multiple options you
have when you’re applying for your passport.The post officePassport agencies (Here’s the list)County clerk’s officePrivate agencies. These agencies come with their own lists of pricing.The costA passport book for people 16 years of age and older costs $145 for the application fee ($110) and acceptance fee ($35). When
applying at a passport agency you can pay via credit card, a debit card that displays the logo, checks (personal, cashier’s, certified, travelers), money orders, or the exact cash amount (no change is given). They also allow prepaid cards that have a Visa or Mastercard logo. When applying through the mail you can pay
with a check (personal, cashier’s, certified, travelers).Chances are good when you request a new passport or a passport renewal you’re doing it because you…Read moreFor additional services such as expediting, the fees change. There’s a $60 add-on for expedited passport services. The entire list of fees can be found
here.When do you receive your passport?Under normal circumstances, passports will be delivered by mail (if you mailed in your application) within 6-8 weeks. If you choose expedited service it will take 2-3 weeks to be ready. If you select to have the expedited service directly from the passport agency, it’ll take 8
business days.There is also an option to receive same-day or 1-2 day service which would require proof of travel (airline ticket confirmation, accommodation booking, and/or itinerary). If you need a passport right away, you would need to apply directly at a passport agency that offers these turnaround times. For the
movers and shakers among us, those never content with buying off the rack, the Bureau of Consular Affairs offers a number of optional extras — but they don't come free.As of November 2015, U.S. passports for adults cost $110, plus an added $30 for a passport card; first-timers pay an extra $25 execution fee. For
minors, those costs drop to $80 for a passport book and $15 for a card (execution fees stay the same).Travelers who need a passport in a hurry have a few options. You can request expedited service for an additional $60 fee, which could shave valuable weeks off processing time. To really kick things into high gear, you
can spend an extra $14.85 to request overnight delivery. In cases of a life-or-death emergency, contact the National Passport Information Center (NPIC). Beware companies that offer passport rushing or courier services — they don't exert any special pull with Uncle Sam and cannot get your passport any faster (see this
list of tips for more useful info).Frequent travelers might burn through their 17 pages of stamp space before their passports expire. If you're one of them, you can submit your current passport and add pages, in groups of 24, at $82 a throw. For a cheaper option (as in free), simply ask for a larger passport book when
renewing [sources: U.S. State Department, Fees; U.S. State Department, Renew].The bureaus will correct errors at no charge, but, depending on circumstances, name change costs vary from free to the cost of a new passport.When you conduct business with the National Passport Processing Center via mail, they
recommend that you use a security envelope, preferably one large enough to hold your materials without folding your paperwork. And of course, because these documents are personal, sensitive and often difficult to replace, it's also a good idea to use a trackable delivery method, such as USPS Priority Mail with either
delivery confirmation or signature confirmation, or, in the case of overnight delivery, USPS Express Mail [source: U.S. State Department].A few key safeguards can reduce the chances that you'll lose your passport — and lessen the blow if you do. First, keep the document in a secure place, like a hidden money pouch.
Second, as insurance, make two photocopies of your photo ID page. Leave one at home with family or friends and keep the other buried in your checked luggage. Finally, report lost or stolen passports ASAP by submitting a form DS-64 online or by calling 1-877-487-2778 (TTY 1-888-874-7793) toll free. You will then
need to contact your U.S. embassy or consulate, so keep their contact info handy — on your phone and/or on cards in your wallet, luggage or money pouch.If you still have questions (and you probably should), visit the NPIC website, call them at 1-877-4USA-PPT (1-877-487-2778) or email NPIC@state.gov. Customer
service staff answer questions Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. ET (except for federal holidays) and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET. Automated assistance is open 24/7. Americans currently abroad should reach out to their nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.High-tech PassportsOver time, countries
upgrade their passports with new designs and tech. Examples include cutting-edge printing, security thread, holograms and special inks that change color under different lighting or heat conditions. The RFID passport, or e-passport, introduced in August 2006, has a computer chip embedded in its back cover. The chip
holds your name, photo, and other details such as sex and birthplace. The State Department claims that built-in anti-skimming materials and authentication codes make the RFID chip secure. However, security experts argue that, even if bad guys cannot access chip contents directly, they can still clone the chips, reuse
them and overwrite their programs with malware [sources: Broache, Campbell-Dollaghan, U.S. State Department]. A passport is an official document that is used for travel purposes. In the majority of cases, passports are issued by governments, and serve to certify an individual’s identity and nationality. Passports are
typically used for international travel, and allow customs agents to grant or deny entry to the passport holder. They provide information such as the holder’s name(s), date and place of birth, a photograph, signature, and other identifying details, such as weight, height, and eye color. Most passports include a sequence of
numbers or letters which is used to quickly identify and/or communicate data about the passport holder.Passport technology is moving towards including biometric data, with a chip embedded in the document that would make passports more difficult to replicate illegally.Passport holders are entitled to enter the country
which issued the passport. However, in a small number of cases, holders of passports to a given country may be citizens who do not have the right to residency. A passport is a document and does not necessarily indicate a strict set of rights. Some passports may indicate diplomatic or official status, entitling the
individual protection from the country’s consulate or political immunity.Passports are used in international travel to allow holders to enter different countries. In many cases, they must be accompanied by a visa, depending on the length and nature of the trip. A country that does not recognize another country or is
embroiled in a political dispute with another country may choose to prohibit the use of their own passport for travel to that country, and in addition may prohibit holders of passports from that country to enter their own country.   Standard passports are not the only travel document recognized internationally. Other
documents may enable the holder to travel to countries that recognize such documents. For instance, stateless individuals may not possess a passport, but they may possess a travel document indicating refugee status or a “Nansen passport,” which was once used to enable the holder to travel to countries that
recognized that passport and potentially return to the country where the passport was issued. Non-nationals may also be holders of passports.Passports are also an accepted form of proof of identity in the home country.Types of Passports:Regular passport: This is the most common type of passport. It may also be
referred to as a tourist passport. It is typically issued to a citizen or another national. In some cases, children are registered on their parent’s passport.Official passport: An official passport may be issued to members of government for official travel purposes.Diplomatic passport: These passports are issued to diplomats of
a particular country, as well as any dependents they may have, for the purpose of international travel and/or residency. Diplomats may also be granted diplomatic immunity by their host country; however, this is not an automatic condition of holding a diplomatic passport.Emergency passport: An emergency passport,
which may be referred to as a temporary passport or a laissez-passer passport, is used for emergency purposes, when other documents have been stolen or lost and there is no time to find a replacement.     passport ds 11 form online. passport ds 11 fees. passport ds 11 pdf. passport ds-11 parental information.
passport ds-11 requirements. passport ds 11 cost. usps passport ds 11 form. how to get a passport ds-11
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