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In	January	1666,	the	famous	diarist	Samuel	Pepys	saw	a	performance	by	William	Davenant	Macbeth	and	described	it	as	"extrade	perfection".	The	production	that	just	premiered	at	Folger	Theatre	is	strangely	perfect	as	well.	Dated	two	weeks	after	the	Great	Fire	of	London,	in	September	of	the	same	year,	the	Folger	Macbeth	is	in	the	famous	Bedlam
asylum,	which	was	not	touched	by	the	fire.	A	limited	edition	produced	in	collaboration	with	an	international	team	of	scholars,	this	Macbeth	is	luminous	in	all	details,	but	it	is	much	more	than	a	piece	of	successful	era.	It	is	a	meditation	on	the	toxic	combination	of	ambition	and	madness.	Macbeth	(Ian	Merrill	Peakes,	center)	is	flanked	by	witches	(Ethan
Watermeier	and	Rachael	Montgomery)	in	the	production	of	Macbeth	by	Folger	Theatre.	On	stage	on	September	4,	2018.	Photo	of	Brittany	Diliberto.	This	production,	led	by	Robert	Richmond,	lasted	more	than	two	years.	He	started	with	a	2014	Folger	Institute	workshop	led	by	the	theatre	historian	Richard	Schoch	and	the	musicologist	Amanda
Eubanks	Winkler.	It	is	part	of	a	broader	project,	"Reforming	Restoration	Shakespeare",	sponsored	by	the	UK's	Arts	and	Humanities	Research	Council	and	Queen	University	of	Belfast,	in	collaboration	with	the	Folger	Shakespeare	Library,	the	Shakespeare	Globe	and	the	Shakespeare	Birthplace	Trust.	Meet	academics,	theater	artists	and	musicians	to
explore	how	and	why	Restoration	adaptations	were	so	admired,	and	how	and	why	they	can	flourish	today.	Charles	II,	also	known	as	the	"Merry	Monarca",	was	restored	to	the	throne	of	England	in	May	1660.	The	period	of	restoration	was	known	for	its	hedonism;	music,	dance	and	theatre	were	again	popular	after	the	privations	of	puritanism.	The
actresses	were	introduced	on	stage,	and	you	can	notice	Charles	at	Lincoln’s	Inn	Fields	or	Drury	Lane	with	one	or	two	lovers.	TheHe	destroyed	373	acres	of	the	city.	Around	13,200	burned	houses	and	84	churches.	It	was	a	time	of	religious	intolerancexenophobia,	the	Fire	was	falsely	blamed	on	Catholics	and	foreigners.	More	than	100,000	people	were
left	homeless.	The	event	became	a	favorite	theme	of	conspiracy	theorists	of	the	seventeenth	century.	Bedlam	(also	known	as	Bethlem	Royal	Hospital)	was	built	over	a	sewer.	Some	patients	suffered	from	poverty,	epilepsy	or	dementia.	Others	were	simply	inconvenient	to	family	members.	Although	public	visitors	are	a	source	of	income,	patients	often	go
hungry.	They	were	chained,	tortured	and	bled.	A	well-known	milestone,	the	hospital	finally	became	a	symbol	of	madness	itself.	Jonathan	Swift	has	commented,	“Where	better	to	recruit	the	politicians	of	the	nation	than	Bedlam,	since	the	prisoners	cannot	be	crazier	than	those	in	power?”	The	idea	of	putting	Macbeth	in	a	mental	institution	offers	each
actor	the	opportunity	to	play	two	roles	at	once,	in	a	sense.	The	result	adds	an	extra	level	of	danger	“a	murder	occurs”	and	creates	a	rare	and	intense	theatrical	experience.	Ian	Merrill	Peakes	as	Macbeth	enhances	his	reputation	as	a	first-class	classic	actor.	She	has	a	gift	for	playing	troubled	men,	her	Timon	of	Athens	was	surprisingly	original	and	here
she	represents	a	character	within	a	character,	who	fits	wonderfully	to	her	talents.	As	a	prisoner	in	Bedlam,	he	was	convicted	of	avenging	the	death	of	his	wife.	Their	violence	breaks	out	more	than	once,	and	we	never	know	when	it	might	happen	again.	Like	Lady	Macbeth,	Kate	Eastwood	Norris	(a	proud	Mary	Stuart	in	the	self-titled	production	Folger),
is	unusually	possessed	by	herself	at	first.	She	becomes	more	and	more	distressed	as	her	husband	unravels.	It	is	a	vibrant	performance,	with	an	attractive	layered	quality.	The	Davenant	script	adheres	closely	to	the	plot	of	the	original,	while	cutting	out	some	of	the	longer	monologues	and	making	others	initially	understandable.	macduffs	are	represented
as	a	virtuous	couple,	unlike	the	blood	macbeths.	Lady	macduff	(karen	peakes)	looks	greatabout	her	husband,	although	Lady	macbeth	seems	anxious	to	get	rid	of	her.	karen	peakes	'lady	macduff	is	exceptionally	well-acted.	chris	genebach,	at	its	best	time	here,	is	an	emotional	and	principled	macduff.	his	abandonment	of	his	family	is	explained	in	the
version	of	davenant	as	an	inability	to	imagine	the	level	of	cruelty	they	will	face.	the	three	witches,	streak	montgomery,	emily	NoÃ	«L,	and	the	charming	ethan	watermeier	in	dredging,	sing	and	dance,	and	each	one	has	a	unique	sensitivity.	they	are	beautifully	realized,	and	are	essential	to	establish	the	tone	of	production.	louis	butelli	has	an	interesting
take	in	duncan;	he	is	the	guardian	of	asylum,	and	he	looks	a	little	like	charles	ii.	seems	much	more	arrogant	and	fascinated	with	his	own	power	than	the	benevolent	figure	we	know	of	shakespeare,	which	is	refreshing.	Andhy	mendez	is	an	unusually	compassionate	banquo,	which	makes	sense	when	he	discovers	that,	as	a	prisoner,	he	is	a	clergyman	who
expects	to	be	released	by	good	behavior.	malcolm	(rafael	sebastian)	benefits	from	cuts	to	one	of	the	most	confusing	scenes.	he	and	donalbain	(john	floyd)	are	a	good	pair	of	besieged	brothers.	the	role	of	jeff	keogh	as	seyton	expands	in	the	davenant	version,	and	establishes	itself	as	an	individual	instead	of	falling	into	the	trap	of	being	a	generic	assistant
of	his	king.	jaysen	wright	as	lennox	fulfills	his	role	with	energy	and	style.	they	owe	peaks	like	fleance,	proof	that	the	peak	family	has	an	equally	talented	member	of	a	new	generation.	ravelle	brickman	profiles	the	family	peakes:	ian,	karen	and	owen,	here.	the	folk	consort,	led	by	the	music	director	robert	eisenstein,	performs	works	of	original	period	of
matthew	locke	and	henry	purcell,	as	well	as	peasant	dances	of	the	xvii	century	and	the	music	of	bats	and	violin.	world-class	musicians	are	browder	laughter,	violin;	nina	falk,	viola;	they	give	meyers,	multi-instrumentist;	john	moran,	cello;	leslie	nero,	violin;	and	webbHarsicicord.	It's	true	that	some	of	Shakespeare	are	more.	more.Lines:	Duncan’s	silver
skin	with	its	golden	blood,	for	example,	are	missing,	but	this	absence	is	more	than	compensated	by	the	glorious	music,	dance	and	physical	production.	We	can	see	the	bars	of	the	prison,	and	occasionally	the	sufferings	inflicted	on	the	patients	behind	them.	The	lanterns	are	everywhere.	The	costumes	are	superficially	luxurious,	but	then	we	notice	that
they	are	filtered	with	mud.	The	images	of	the	stage	are	eloquent	and	always	surprising.	Young	Fleance	(Owen	Peakes)	calls	her	father,	who	is	ambushed	by	MacBeth’s	hired	men.	MacBeth	is	on	stage	at	Folger	Theatre,	September	4,	2018.	Photo	by	Brittany	Diliberto.	The	entire	creative	team	deserves	our	congratulations.	This	is	Robert	Richmond,
Director;	Robert	Eisenstein,	music	director;	Tony	Cisek,	stage	design;	Mariah	Anzaldo	Hale,	costume	designer;	Andrew	F.	Griffin,	lighting	design;	Matt	Otto,	sound	designer;	and	Cliff	Williams	III,	wrestling	director.	William	Davenant	was	a	colorful	figure.	He	encouraged	the	rumor	that	he	was	a	natural	son	of	Shakespeare,	although	it	is	probably
unlikely.	He	was	found	guilty	of	high	treason	on	the	part	of	Parliament,	for	participating	in	a	realistic	plan	to	use	the	army	to	occupy	London.	He	was	knighted	by	Charles	I	to	run	supplies	across	the	canal	during	the	English	Civil	War.	His	nose	was	disfigured	by	syphilis,	and	it	was	the	subject	of	much	obstructed	commentary.	In	Robert	Richmond,	he
has	found	a	director	who	takes	him	to	the	21st	century.	Surprisingly,	he	seems	to	belong	there.	Running	time:	two	hours	and	30	minutes,	with	an	interval	of	15	minutes.	MacBeth,	plays	through	September	23,	2018,	at	the	Folger	Theatre,	2018	East	Capitol	Street,	SE,	Washington,	DC.	For	tickets,	call	the	ticket	office	at	(202)	544-7077	to	check
availability.	â	̈	̈	Å	Establishment	of	the	Shakespearean	Restoration	â	̈¬	Scholars	Amanda	Eubanks	Winkler	â	̈	̈	“Associate	Professor	history	and	music	cultures,	Syracuse	University;	Co-Researcher.	Claude	Fretz,	researcher,	at	the	Arts,	Arts,	Schooland	languages	at	the	University	of	Queen	Belfast.	Richard	Schoch,	Professor	of	Drama,	the	University	of
Queen	Belfast;	Principal	investigator.	Investigator.
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