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Whether	this	is	your	first	smartphone	or	just	your	first	using	Android,	there's	a	lot	to	love	here,	and	it	all	starts	with	finding	some	apps	to	fill	that	new	phone	(or	tablet)	with.	Google	Play	is	the	app	store	that	Google	runs,	and	it's	also	an	important	piece	of	Android's	security	as	it	scans	apps	before	and	after	they're	downloaded	and	monitors	them	for
unusual	activity.	It	can	be	a	bit	overwhelming	when	you	first	open	up	Google	Play,	but	don't	worry,	we're	here	to	help	you	get	started!If	you	already	know	the	name	of	the	app	you're	looking	for,	or	have	a	specific	app	type	in	mind,	you	can	search	for	it	rather	than	browsing	through	app	categories.Tap	the	Google	Play	icon	on	your	home	screen.Tap	the
white	search	bar	at	the	top	of	the	screen.Enter	the	name	of	the	app	(or	type	of	app)	you're	looking	for.Tap	the	search	icon	on	your	keyboard	(should	be	in	the	location	of	the	Enter	key).If	you're	not	quite	as	sure	what	you	want,	or	your	search	results	don't	help	you	(don't	worry,	it	happens	to	all	of	us),	there	are	other	ways	to	find	apps	on	Google
Play.How	to	browse	apps	in	Google	PlayYou	can	browse	through	Google	Play's	Top	Charts	to	try	and	find	a	new	app	you	want	to	install.Tap	the	Google	Play	icon	on	your	home	screen.Tap	Top	Charts	underneath	the	Home	tab.You're	now	ready	to	browse	the	charts	for	new	apps.	Swipe	left	and	right	between	the	charts	for	Top	Free,	Top	Paid,	Top
Grossing,	Top	New	Free,	Top	New	Paid,	and	Trending.You	can	also	browse	through	Google	Play	by	category:Tap	the	Google	Play	icon	on	your	home	screen.Tap	Categories	underneath	the	Home/Games	tabs.Tap	the	category	you'd	like	to	browse.Now,	some	app	categories	are	just	a	series	of	Top	Charts	narrowed	to	that	category	of	app,	but	other
categories	have	featured	apps	and	subcategories	in	addition	to	the	Top	Charts	for	that	category.Once	you've	found	one	you	like,	it's	time	to	install	it.How	to	download	free	appsTap	on	an	app	in	the	search	results	or	categories.Tap	Read	more	and	look	through	the	app's	description	and	reviews	to	ensure	the	app	seems	right	for	you.Tap	Install.The	app
will	now	download	and	install	itself,	usually	in	a	few	seconds	depending	on	how	large	or	small	the	app	is.	If	you're	on	a	device	running	an	older	version	of	Android,	you'll	have	to	agree	to	an	app's	permissions	before	it	downloads.	Read	the	permissions	before	clicking	Agree.	Once	the	app	is	finished	installing,	an	Open	button	will	appear	in	the	same
place	the	Install	button	previously	occupied.How	to	buy	paid	appsThe	process	for	buying	a	paid	app	is	just	a	hair	different	than	downloading	a	free	one,	and	it	goes	like	this:Tap	on	an	app	you'd	like	to	buy.Tap	the	price	to	bring	up	the	payment	options.Your	default	payment	method	will	be	shown.	If	you	want	to	change	your	payment	method,	tap	the
down	arrow	next	to	your	current	payment	method.Tap	Payment	methods.Tap	one	of	your	established	payment	methods.	If	you	don't	have	one,	you'll	be	prompted	to	add	a	credit	card,	PayPal	account,	or	carrier	billing.Tap	Buy.Confirm	your	Google	Play	password	or	use	your	fingerprint	to	confirm	your	purchase.The	payment	is	processed	and	the
download	will	begin.	Tap	Continue	to	close	the	window.Apps	need	updates	from	time	to	time,	and	if	you	need	to	manually	update	your	apps,	here's	how	you	do	it.Swipe	in	from	the	left	edge	of	the	screen	OR	tap	the	three	line	menu	icon	in	the	top	white	bar	to	open	the	menu.Tap	My	apps	&	games.App	needing	updates	will	appear	at	the	top	of	the	list.
To	update	a	single	app,	tap	the	Update	box	next	to	the	app.Tap	Update	All	to	update	all	the	apps	needing	updates.Rather	than	manually	updating	apps,	which	is	easy	to	forget,	Google	Play	is	set	to	automatically	update	apps	for	you	when	you're	on	Wi-Fi.	If	you'd	prefer	that	it	install	updates	automatically	even	when	on	cellular	data	—	or	not	auto-
update	at	all	—	you	can	change	the	setting	easily.Swipe	in	from	the	left	edge	of	the	screen	OR	tap	the	three	line	menu	icon	in	the	top	white	bar	to	open	the	menu.Scroll	down	and	tap	Settings.Tap	Auto-update	apps.To	turn	off	auto-update,	select	Do	no	auto-update	apps.	To	enable	auto-update	on	cellular	data,	select	Auto-update	at	any	time.If	there	are
individual	apps	you	do	not	want	auto-updated,	you	can	opt	them	out	of	auto-update	while	allowing	your	other	apps	to	stay	updated.Tap	the	app	you	don't	want	auto-updating.Tap	the	three	dot	menu	icon	in	the	top	right	corner	of	the	screen	(next	to	the	search	icon).Tap	to	uncheck	Enable	auto-update.How	to	uninstall	appsTap	the	app	you	want	to
uninstall.Tap	Uninstall.	For	some	paid	apps	within	the	refund	window,	this	box	might	read	Refund	instead.A	window	will	open	confirming	you	want	to	uninstall	the	app.	Tap	OK.The	app	will	now	uninstall	and	remove	itself	from	the	device.How	to	remove	apps	from	your	app	libraryIf	you	install	an	app,	don't	like	it,	and	uninstall	it,	it's	still	attached	to
your	app	history	in	the	Library	section	of	My	apps	&	games.	If	you	don't	want	an	app	in	that	list	anymore,	here's	how	you	get	rid	of	it.Tap	the	X	to	the	right	of	the	Install	button	on	the	app	you	want	to	remove	from	your	library.A	window	will	pop	up	asking	you	to	confirm	that	you	wish	to	remove	this	from	your	library.Tap	OK.Your	turn!What	do	you	love
about	the	Google	Play	Store?	Find	any	good	apps	lately?	Have	you	downloaded	the	Android	Central	app	(opens	in	new	tab)	yet?	If	not,	go	do	that,	so	you	can	keep	up	to	date	on	the	latest	Android	and	Google	news	and	have	easy	access	to	more	helpful	how-to	content!Updated	May	2018:	The	steps	and	photos	in	the	article	have	been	cleaned	and
updated	to	reflect	changes	to	Google	Play's	layout	and	appearance.	Windows	XP	will	be	getting	even	less	secure	next	year,	when	Google	stops	updating	Chrome	for	users	of	Microsoft’s	nearly	geriatric	operating	system.	The	company	announced	today	that	PCs	running	XP	and	Vista	will	be	able	to	keep	using	Chrome	after	April	2016,	but	Google	will
cease	providing	updates	to	its	browser,	including	security-focused	patches.	That	same	deal	goes	for	Mac	users	running	OS	10.6,	10.7	and	10.8.	Google	said	it	was	turning	off	the	updates	because	the	makers	of	all	five	OSs	had	stopped	providing	official	support	for	them.	“Such	older	platforms	are	missing	critical	security	updates	and	have	a	greater
potential	to	be	infected	by	viruses	and	malware,”	Chrome	Director	of	Engineering	Mark	Pawliger	said	in	a	blog	post	announcing	the	decision.	Google	said	earlier	this	year	that	it	planned	to	stop	supporting	old	operating	systems,	and	called	out	XP	in	particular	as	a	problem.	Microsoft’s	operating	system,	while	more	than	a	decade	old,	is	still	clinging	to
life	on	computers	in	homes	and	organizations	large	and	small.	Microsoft	ended	support	for	XP	last	year,	but	some	organizations	(including	the	U.S.	Navy)	haven’t	completely	made	the	jump	yet.	This	is	also	bad	news	for	people	who	want	to	keep	old	Intel	Macs	limping	along	with	new	versions	of	Chrome.	Google	didn’t	provide	a	version	of	its	browser
for	older	computers	using	PowerPC	processors,	which	are	stuck	on	OS	10.6.8,	but	other	computers	including	the	mid-	and	late-2006	editions	of	the	iMac	can’t	upgrade	to	a	supported	operating	system.	It’s	a	tough	spot	to	be	in,	but	come	April,	there	won’t	be	much	of	a	choice	for	those	people	who	want	their	old	computer	to	still	have	a	secure	version
of	Chrome.	Either	they	update	their	hardware,	or	they	get	left	behind.	This	story	has	been	updated	at	paragraph	six	to	correct	Google	Chrome’s	availability	for	PowerPC	Macs.	By	Sofi	Soloman	i	computer	image	by	martini	from	Fotolia.com	Microsoft	Windows	XP	drivers	enable	hardware	devices	to	run	effectively.	Windows	XP	stores	drivers	in	at	least
two	easily	accessible	locations	on	the	computer.	Microsoft	provides	additional	sources	for	drivers	and	driver	updates.	The	Device	Manager	lists	the	drivers	used	by	hardware	devices	installed	on	the	computer.	Access	the	Device	Manager	from	the	Start	menu.	Right	click	"My	Computer"	and	then	click	"Properties."	From	System	Properties,	click	the
"Hardware"	tab	and	then	click	the	"Device	Manager"	button.	Find	the	drivers	listed	under	the	appropriate	device.	Right	click	the	driver	and	click	"Properties"	for	additional	driver	information.	To	find	drivers	stored	in	the	Software	Environment	files,	open	the	"Run"	command	box	found	on	the	start	menu.	Type	"msinfo32"	into	the	box	and	press	"OK."
The	System	Information	window	displays	an	expandable	menu	on	the	left.	Expand	the	Software	Environment	folders	to	find	the	drivers.	XP	drivers	are	also	found	on	the	original	Microsoft	Windows	XP	disc.	Driver	updates	and	upgrades	are	available	online	from	Microsoft	or	other	online	vendors.	Google’s	Play	Store	is	where	most	Android	users	shop
for	new	apps.	If	you’re	new	to	Android,	you	might	not	even	realize	there	are	other—and	in	some	cases,	better—options.	Here	are	three	Google	Play	Store	alternatives	I	recommend.	*	Amazon	Appstore	for	Android.	You	don’t	have	to	own	a	Kindle	Fire	to	download	apps	to	an	Android	device	from	Amazon’s	Appstore.	To	install	Amazon’s	Appstore	on	your
Android,	however,	you’ll	need	to	take	a	few	extra	steps,	such	as	ensuring	your	device	can	download	from	“unknown	sources.”	How	you	set	that	up	can	depend	on	your	Android	device.	On	my	Samsung	Galaxy	Note,	for	instance,	I	went	into	Settings	>	Security	>	Device	administration	and	checked	“Unknown	sources.”	(Business	Insider	recently	posted	a
video	showing	how	to	install	Amazon	Appstore	on	non-Amazon	Android	devices.)	Why	bother	with	Amazon’s	Appstore?	Though	it	is	more	limited	than	Google’s	Play	Store	in	terms	of	available	apps,	Amazon	offers	paid	apps	for	free	every	day,	many	of	which	are	games.	You	might	also	find	some	discounts	on	apps	you	wouldn’t	find	elsewhere.	*	Tablified
Market.	Tablified	is	available	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	and	it	does	a	far	better	job	than	Google	of	showcasing	Android	tablet-optimized	apps.	The	$2	Pro	version	doesn’t	have	ads,	it	lets	you	sort	every	category	by	free	and	paid	apps,	and	you	can	search	by	rating	and	more.	It’s	worth	the	upgrade	price,	especially	if	you’ve	just	invested	in	a	new	Android
tablet	and	want	to	zero	in	on	tablet	apps.	(For	more	about	Tablified,	read	my	review	“Looking	for	Android	Tablet	Apps?	Get	Tablified.”)	*	AppBrain	is	another	free	app	you	can	download	from	the	Google	Play	Store.	Along	with	showcasing	new	and	hot	apps	of	the	day,	AppBrain	scans	the	apps	on	your	device,	then	gives	you	solid	recommendations	(at
least	in	my	case)	on	other	apps	you	might	like.	There	are	additional	alternative	app	stores	for	Android	including	SlideME	and	GetJar,	both	of	which	are	worth	a	look.	Beware,	though,	that	allowing	downloads	from	“unknown	sources,”	and	downloading	apps	from	alternative	app	stores	in	general,	may	put	your	Android	device	at	risk.	Then	again,
downloading	apps	from	Google’s	Play	Store	isn’t	100	percent	safe	either.	If	you	plan	to	download	lots	of	apps,	install	a	trustworthy	security	app.	In	my	experience,	TrustGo’s	Antivirus	&	Mobile	Security	app	does	a	good	job	of	scanning	app	downloads	and	warning	of	potential	threats—and	it’s	free.		
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