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“Despite	some	strange	things,	Honeywell	Lyric	makes	energy	savings	by	intelligently	controlling	the	temperature	of	your	home	on	the	fly	with	the	help	of	your	smartphone.	«	Professionals	The	Geolocation	function	knows	when	you	are	away	Quick	Choice	Settings	simplify	app	programming	Easy	and	simple	Against	Some	gaps	in	installation
instructions	The	tuning	temperature	function	can	create	confusion	Just	like	Apple’s	iPhone	has	launched	a	thousand	smartphones,	so	the	Nest	thermostat	seems	destined	to	launch	a	thousand	smart	thermostats.	Witness,	Honeywell	is	$279	Lyric,	a	round	tribute	to	the	Nest	model,	with	some	new	twists.	Like	many	smart	thermostats,	Lyric	connects	to
a	home	Wi-Fi	network,	allowing	owners	to	change	heat	or	A/C	settings	remotely	using	an	Android	or	iOS	app.	Its	round	appearance	has	a	central	LCD	screen	(smaller	than	the	Nestâ¦s	face),	a	superior	secondary	display,	a	swivel	ring	and	touch-sensitive	buttons.	A	motion	sensor	illuminates	the	screen	when	you	are	in	the	immediate	vicinity.	The
thermostat	also	knows	if	you	pushed	further,	detecting	the	location	of	your	connected	smartphone.	This	geofencing	function	allows	you	to	set	the	temperatures	of	“home”	and	“way”	so	that,	whenever	you	go	out,	lower	the	heating	(or	air	conditioning)	and	then	turn	it	on	again.	You	no	longer	need	to	remember	to	change	the	settings	or	schedule	the
weekly	thermostat	calendar.	(As	a	contrast,	Nest	tries	to	learn	your	habits:	it	goes	to	work	every	day	of	the	week	at	8	p.m.	and	returns	at	7	p.m.	and	then	makes	smart	choices	about	energy	consumption.)	Installation	and	configuration	Following	a	trend,	there	is	no	manual	in	the	Lyric	box.	Instead,	download	an	app,	which	asks	you	to	record	the	device
and	guides	you	through	installation	and	configuration,	even	if	there	are	some	false	steps.	The	software	recommends	that	you	remove	the	old	thermostat	and	take	a	photo	of	the	connections	(regardless	of	a	good	advice	in	case	of	problems).	The	program	also	warns	that	it	does	not	work	with	110/240	volt	systems,	such	as	gas	fireplaces	and	electric
heating	of	the	base.	To	physically	mount	the	device,	there	is	a	mounting	plate	to	cover	larger	holes.	But	if	you	are	replacing	a	traditional	Honeywell	round	thermostat,	it	should	be	without	the	plate.	I	say,	"it	would	be"	because	Lyric	is	slightly	larger	than	the	old	circular	thermostats	and	it	may	not	be	good	if	the	original	had	been	put	in	tight	spaces.
Android	app	instructions	also	neglect	to	show	how	to	insert	the	wires	into	the	Lyricâ	¦s	backplate	(pressing	inside,	rather	than	using	screws	to	hold	them	in	place).	It	is	common	to	meet	the	installation	instructions	of	the	thermostat	that	cannot	take	into	account	some	situations.Lyric	was	no	exception.	When	I	listed	the	cables	in	my	possession	(R,	W
and	C),	the	app	suggested	that	I	consult	Honeywell's	help	page.	Unfortunately,	that	just	invoked	a	missing	page	404	error	(good	that	I	knew	what	to	do	already).	Fortunately,	the	text	does	not	a	separate	power	line,	so	you	can	extract	enough	power	from	the	existing	HVAC	connection	and	a	disposable	lithium	AAA	battery.	To	finish	the	setup,	you	can
connect	your	tablet	or	phone	to	the	Wi-Fi	thermostat	to	set	it	up	and	then	return	to	the	home	network.	Overall,	the	installation	experience	has	been	a	strange	mix	of	friendly	and	cute	messages,	such	as	Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â	Sign	me	up	on	the	Lyric	app,	and	questions	about	abstraction,	like	asking	if	you	have	or	not	a	gravivity	fuel	source,	something	I
haven’t	seen	mentioned	in	more	than	a	dozen	different	thermostat	installations.	(A	spokesperson	for	Honeywell	explained	that	the	question	related	to	steam	heat	systems.)	Living	with	Lyric	The	thermostat	immediately	performs	some	convenient	tasks.	Automatically	uses	the	home226;Â​s,	for	example,	to	tune	in	weather	information.	Not	only	will	it
display	this	information	on	its	dial,	but	it	will	use	the	information	to	predict	when	warming	or	cooling	is	needed	based	on	the	forecast	(and	send	you	a	message	if	a	severe	cold	stop	is	heading	towards	you).	The	Lyric	app	(available	for	iOS	and	Android)	opens	you	with	a	current	temperature	display	and	three	basic	settings:	à£​126;	126;Ó2Ø¢	Ó2	for	iOS
and	Android)	with	a	current	temperature	display	and	three	basic	settings:	à£​226;	â¿​126;	126;Ó2~	ã	o~~~~~~~â¿~~~2;;	You	can	adjust	these	settings	as	you	like,	and	then	call	them	later	with	a	tap	of	the	button	or	have	them	run	automatically	(depending	on	the	time	of	the	day	you	usually	rotate,	for	example,	and	the	geolocation	function).	You	can
also	add	your	own	custom	shortcuts,	such	as	Ã¢Â​Â​Â​m;	but	sheÃ¢{~~Â​Â​	then	make	it	fresher.226;~	The	geolocation	feature	works	well	enough	to	correctly	recognize	ifÂ​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​;{rehome	or	away	based	on	the	phone.	However,	it	cannot	be	reprogrammed	for	special	modes.	According	to	homeowner,	for	example,	they	could	use	a	setting	that
turned	on	the	heat	(or	cooling)	every	time	they	entered,	say,	60	miles	of	the	house	so	that	it	was	ready	for	them	when	they	arrived.	These	changes	are	not	yet	available.	The	thermostat	itself	is	quite	simple.	TherÃ¢Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​	Rotating	the	device’s	outer	ring	clockwise	transforms	the	temperature	setting.	A	strange	choice,	however,	is
a	button	that	looks	like	a	home	invokes	it	away	from	home226;	mode.	Most	homeowners	should	recover	the	cost	of	the	thermostat	within	the	first	two	years.	The	Honeywell	thermostat	acts	in	226;	it	doesn’t	simply	read	the	current	temperature;	it	also	considers	the	current	humidity	to	determine	what	the	is	in	your	home.	This	can	otnauq	otnauq	id
adderf	¹Ãip	are	oetem	enoisiverp	allus	arutarepmet	al(	etneartsid	opport	otavort	omaibba	,aznapercsid	al	erageips	etnemlicaf	ebbertop		Ãtidimu'l	ertneM	.avitteffe	arutarepmet	al	arpos	idarg	euqnic	acric	a	isrilibats	e	erarbilacir	avarbmes	,ero	icidod	acric	opoD	.aremac	ni	avitteffe	arutarepmet	alled	arpos	id	la	idarg	iceid	arutarepmet	anu	otartsom	ah
,ciryL	li	otallatsni	reva	opod	otibus	,oipmese	dA	.enoisufnoc	eloveton	anu	was	inside).	Honeywell	has	indicated	a	hidden	function	behind	different	settings	pages,	which	allows	owners	to	turn	off	the	default	“fine	tuning”.	Once	this	is	done,	the	thermostat	is	back	to	normal.	Although	the	disposable	AAA	lithium	battery	should	only	be	used	as	a	backup,
we	found	that	the	thermostat	would	not	work	when	the	battery	is	discharged,	which	it	has	done	repeatedly.	In	the	first	five	days,	we	sold	out	three	batteries.	After	Honeywell	suggested	using	the	heating	and	cooling	modes	on	the	bike,	the	problem	seemed	solved,	but	we	wondered	how	long	it	would	take	before	the	next	battery	discharged.	Compared
to	old	mercury-filled	thermostats	still	present	in	many	houses,	Lyric	should	save	money	and	save	energy.	The	company	will	also	give	you	an	annual	estimate	of	the	savings,	based	on	where	you	live	(the	coldest	and	hottest	climates	that	offer	the	greatest	benefits).	Judging	by	a	variety	of	premises,	most	homeowners	should	recover	the	cost	of	thermostat
within	the	first	two	years.	Conclusion	Despite	some	growth	pains,	Lyric	is	a	first	attempt	to	compete	against	Nest-gauge	artists.	Its	characteristics	make	it	a	satisfactory	choice	for	a	primary	home;	but	who	deals	with	a	second	home	can	doubt	its	reliability	until	some	software	updates	are	imminent.	You	might	conclude	that	Honeywell	simply	imitated
Nest,	but	it's	just	as	easy	to	interpret	things	on	the	contrary.	Nest	has	copied	the	original	design	of	Honeywell's	round	thermostat,	after	all,	a	fixed	element	in	American	homes	for	decades,	and	gave	it	a	smart	and	connected	touch.	In	any	case,	Honeywell	has	an	experience	in	the	HVAC	market	that	few	other	companies	can	boast.	The	Lyric	thermostat
is	the	first	of	a	planned	family	of	products,	and	the	company	promised	to	make	it	compatible	with	Apple	HomeKit	and	Home	Depot-backed	Wink	platforms,	which	should	give	consumers	a	lot	of	choices	in	the	smart	home	space	DIY	by	the	end	of	the	year.	Highs	The	geolocation	function	knows	when	you	are	away	The	quick	choice	settings	simplify	the
simple	and	simple	app	programming	Low	Some	gaps	in	the	installation	instructions	The	fine	adjustment	temperature	function	can	create	confusion	Editor	Recommendations	Recommendations
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