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"Best	town	in	central	Massachusetts"Nominated	by	Sheila	Hokanson	Folks	pitching	in	when	a	road	needs	to	be	cleared.	(Credit:	Sheila	Hokanson)	People	here	are	very	friendly	and	willing	to	help	each	other	out.	We	have	a	great	Senior	community	that	have	lived	here	most	if	not	all	of	their	lives.	Second	and	third	generations	are	bringing	up	their
families	also.	A	family	enjoying	their	porch	in	“the	city.”	(Credit:	Sheila	Hokanson)	Stories	About	Charlton	Here	in	the	area	I	live	in	is	called	“the	city”	and	people	all	know	each	other	and	meet	people	at	the	post	office	for	conversation.	We	also	have	the	best	bakery	for	desserts	and	cakes.	Our	small	cafes	are	where	people	meet	up	to	socialize	and	have
great	food.	There	is	plenty	to	do	and	places	to	see.	Our	library	is	one	of	the	best	and	our	recreational	areas	are	great	for	sports	for	our	young	people.	What’s	not	to	love	about	a	small	town?	Happy	Mother’s	Day,	Charlton	moms!	(Credit:	Sheila	Hokanson)	Pee-wees	play	ball!	(Credit:	Sheila	Hokanson)	The	Massachusetts	bill	of	sale	form	abridges	the
details	of	an	exchange	of	property	for	compensation	to	a	concise	written	format.	The	document	is	duplicated	to	be	made	available	to	both	buyer	and	seller	to	record	the	details	of	the	transaction	therein.	Original	signatures	are	then	affixed	to	both	to	create	a	valid	contract	and	can	be	used	to	verify	the	transfer	of	ownership.Bill	of	Sale	TypesMotor
Vehicle	(DMV)	Bill	of	Sale	Form	–	Creates	a	contractual	agreement	for	the	sale	of	a	motor	vehicle.Download:	Adobe	PDFBoat	(Vessel)	Bill	of	Sale	Form	–	Reinforces	the	transaction	of	a	vessel	to	a	physical	document.Download:	Adobe	PDFFirearm	(Gun)	Bill	of	Sale	Form	–	Utilized	to	aid	in	the	sale	of	a	gun	and	illustrate	the	transfer	of
ownership.Download:	Adobe	PDF,	Microsoft	Word	(.docx)Vehicle	Registration	FormsA	finalized	bill	of	sale	formA	fully	filled-out	Massachusetts	(RMV-1)	Registration	ApplicationA	properly	transferred	title	with	all	necessary	reassignment	signatures.If	there	is	no	place	to	include	the	actual	odometer	reading,	you	will	need	to	submit	an	Odometer
Disclosure	Statement.If	the	vehicle	was	built	before	the	year	2000,	it	will	not	require	a	title,	but	you	will	need	to	furnish	the	previous	owner’s	registration.An	accepted	method	of	payment	for	all	state	taxes	and	feesMassachusetts	requires	the	formal	course	of	registration	solely	for	guns	purchased	in	another	state,	guns	inherited,	or	for	guns	belonging
to	residents	relocating	from	outside	the	state.	To	begin	the	process,	you	can	visit	The	Massachusetts	Gun	Transaction	Portal.	When	procuring	a	firearm	from	within	the	state,	it	will	require	an	individual	to	first	apply	for	a	License	to	Carry	or	a	Firearm	Identification	License,	essentially	registering	the	weapon.	To	legally	carry	a	gun	in	a	concealed	or
open	manner	will	obligate	a	resident	to	apply	and	gain	access	to	a	License	to	carry.	You	can	do	so	by	visiting	the	local	authorities	with	the	below-listed	paperwork:	The	Massachusetts	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles	does	not	offers	a	standard	bill	of	sale	form	that	you	can	fill	out.	If	you	decide	to	write	your	own	bill	of	sale,	make	sure	to	include	the	following
information:	Date	of	sale	Cost	of	vehicle	purchase	Your	full	name	and	address	Buyer's	full	name	and	address	Vehicle's	year,	make,	model,	identification	number	and	mileage	Acknowledgement	of	any	liens	held	on	the	vehicle	After	you	and	the	buyer	sign	the	bill	of	sale,	you	should	make	a	copy	for	yourself	and	hand	the	buyer	the	original.	You	can	also
download	a	generic	bill	of	sale	from	Digital	Federal	Credit	Union.	If	you	need	to	sell	a	vehicle	and	you	are	out	of	state,	you	may	give	someone	a	limited	power	of	attorney	just	for	the	purpose	of	the	vehicle	sale.	When	you've	purchased	a	vehicle,	make	sure	you	have	all	the	information	needed	to	get	your	car	registration	and	title.	The	Massachusetts
RMV	provides	this	checklist.	Does	a	bill	of	sale	need	to	be	notarized	in	Massachusetts?	There	is	no	legal	requirement	to	notarize	a	bill	of	sale	in	Massachusetts.	What	paperwork	do	I	need	to	sell	my	car	in	Massachusetts?	To	sell	your	car	in	Massachusetts,	you	will	need	a	vehicle	certificate	of	title.	The	new	owner	will	need	the	title	to	register	the	car.	If
you	do	not	have	your	car’s	certificate	of	title,	you	can	order	a	replacement	certificate	of	title	through	the	Massachusetts	registry	of	motor	vehicles.	You	are	not	required	to	have	a	bill	of	sale	in	Massachusetts,	but	it’s	a	good	idea	to	get	one	for	your	records.	Updated	Oct.	16,	2019	A	Massachusetts	bill	of	sale	is	used	to	document	the	private	sale	and
transfer	of	personal	property	from	a	seller	to	a	buyer.	The	completed	form	includes	a	description	of	the	item	being	sold,	the	purchase	price,	the	date	of	sale,	and	both	parties’	signatures.	When	selling	a	used	motor	vehicle	or	vessel,	the	seller	should	always	provide	a	bill	of	sale	for	the	buyer	to	use	as	proof	of	purchase	and	ownership.	The	new	owner
can	then	use	the	bill	of	sale	to	register	the	newly	acquired	vessel	or	vehicle	with	the	appropriate	state	authority.	Firearm	Bill	of	Sale	–	A	signed	receipt	that	records	the	private	transaction	between	the	buyer	and	the	seller	of	a	firearm.	Download:	PDF,	Word	(.docx),	OpenDocument	Boat	Bill	of	Sale	–	This	document	serves	as	a	receipt	for	the	transfer	of
boat	ownership	between	parties	in	a	private	arrangement.	Download:	PDF	Generic	Bill	of	Sale	–	A	type	of	proof	of	purchase	document	completed	by	a	seller	and	a	buyer	of	personal	property.	Download:	PDF,	Word	(.docx),	OpenDocument	Motor	Vehicle	Firearm	Boat	The	Commonwealth	of	Massachusetts	does	not	require	a	Bill	of	sale	form	for	vehicle
transactions	if	a	title	is	available.	But	if	the	vehicle	transaction	involves	a	car	that	is	exempt	from	titling,	a	Bill	of	Sale	(along	with	the	previous	registration)	must	be	presented	in	order	for	the	new	owner	to	register	the	vehicle.A	Bill	of	Sale	is	a	document	created	by	a	buyer	and	a	seller	as	a	means	of	documenting	the	sale	of	a	motor	vehicle.To	be	a
legal	document,	the	Bill	of	Sale	must	contain	the	following	information:–	The	buyer’s	name,	address,	and	signature.	–	The	seller’s	name,	address,	and	signature.	–	Model,	make,	model	year,	and	Vehicle	Identification	Number	of	the	vehicle.	–	Date	of	purchase.	–	Purchase	price.	–	Odometer	reading.In	the	Commonwealth	of	Massachusetts,	a	Bill	of	Sale
does	not	need	to	be	notarized.Click	here	to	download	and	print	a	generic	Massachusetts	Bill	of	Sale	Form	for	vehicle	transactions	that	involve	a	car	that	is	exempt	from	titling.Private	SaleTo	obtain	a	Title	for	a	used	vehicle	purchased	from	a	non-dealer,	the	following	are	required:1.	A	completed	and	signed	Registration	and	Title	Application	–	the	old
RMV-1	Form.	If	the	vehicle	is	going	to	be	registered,	the	Registration	and	Title	Application	Form	must	be	stamped	by	the	insurance	company.Checklist	for	a	vehicle	purchased	from	an	individual.2.	One	of	the	following	documents	must	be	submitted	along	with	the	completed	Registration	and	Title	Application	or	the	old	RMV-1	Form:	–	The	previous
owner’s	Certificate	of	Title	or	–	The	previous	registration	and	a	Bill	of	Sale,	if	no	Title	is	required	for	the	vehicle	because	of	its	age.	In	Massachusetts,	a	1980	model	year	or	older	passenger	vehicle	purchased	by	the	current	owner	prior	to	November	26,	1990	would	be	exempt	from	titling.	Other	states	may	exempt	vehicles	from	their	titling
requirements	based	on	the	model	year	of	the	vehicle.	If	a	Bill	of	Sale	is	being	submitted,	the	document	must	list	all	required	information.	Additional	documentation	is	required	for	imported	foreign/grey	market	vehicles	and	specialty	vehicles.3.	Certificate	of	Title	fee,	due	at	time	of	submission	of	the	Registration	and	Title	Application.When	a	customer
sells	a	motor	vehicle	in	a	private	transaction,	he/she	must	write	the	following	on	the	Assignment	of	Title	section	provided	on	the	back	of	the	Certificate	of	Title:–	Date	of	sale.	–	Purchase	price.	–	Name,	address,	and	signature	of	the	buyer(s).	–	Name,	address,	and	signature	of	the	seller(s).	–	Odometer	reading.Note:	If	the	Title	does	not	have	a	sales	price
section	or	if	the	vehicle	was	exempt	from	title,	then	the	customer	must	complete	a	Bill	of	Sale.See	the	Title	Fees	section	for	the	applicable	fee	–	Revised	January	2022.Transferring	Salvage	Vehicles	for	IndividualsThe	owner	of	a	Total	Loss	Salvage	motor	vehicle	must	disclose	to	the	buyer	or	transferee	that	the	vehicle	has	a	Salvage	Title.The	owner	of	a
Total	Loss	Salvage	motor	vehicle	for	which	a	Salvage	Title	has	been	issued	must	sign	the	Title	over	to	the	new	owner	on	the	space	provided	on	the	Title	and	deliver	the	Title	to	the	new	owner.	The	new	owner	must	apply	for	a	new	Salvage	Title	within	ten	days	of	delivery.If	an	owner	wishes	to	sell	a	salvaged	vehicle	that	he/she	has	repaired,	he/she
must	take	it	through	the	salvage	inspection	process	and	apply	for	a	Reconstructed	or	a	Recovered	Theft	Title,	whichever	applies.	If	the	vehicle	has	not	been	repaired,	the	owner	should	advise	the	buyer	that	the	inspection	and	Title	process	is	required	before	the	vehicle	can	be	registered	to	drive.For	more	information	go	to	Massachusetts	Department
of	Transportation	–	Massachusetts	Registry	of	Motor	VehiclesThe	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles	Division	is	responsible	for	operator	licensing	and	vehicle	registrations.	Transactions	may	be	processed	online	(if	applicable)	or	at	any	of	the	RMV	branch	offices	across	the	Commonwealth.	The	RMV	also	oversees	commercial	and	non-commercial	vehicle
inspection	stations.	Its	mission	is	to	deliver	excellent	customer	service	to	people	who	travel	in	the	Commonwealth,	and	to	provide	our	nation’s	safest	and	most	reliable	transportation	system	in	a	way	that	strengthens	our	economy	and	quality	of	life.	The	Massachusetts	Department	of	Transportation	is	an	organization	focused	on	customer	service	and
safety.	Use	our	Massachusetts	Bill	of	Sale	to	record	the	sale	of	any	item	and	protect	both	buyer	and	seller.	A	Massachusetts	bill	of	sale	form	is	a	legal	document	used	to	record	the	sale	of	personal	items	in	the	state	of	Massachusetts.	Bills	of	sale	are	particularly	useful	(and	sometimes	required)	when	selling	property	such	as	vehicles,	boats,	and
firearms,	as	they	help	legally	protect	both	the	buyer	and	seller	in	the	event	of	a	dispute.	In	Massachusetts,	some	bills	of	sale	will	need	to	be	notarized	before	they	can	be	signed	by	both	parties	and	made	official.	Table	of	Contents	Types	of	Bill	of	Sale	Use	a	Massachusetts	vehicle	bill	of	sale	form	to	buy	or	sell	a	motor	vehicle	in	Massachusetts.	In	many
states,	a	bill	of	sale	is	required	to	register	a	vehicle	at	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV).	Check	out	Massachusetts	Vehicle	Bill	of	Sale	Use	a	Massachusetts	general	bill	of	sale	to	buy	or	sell	personal	property	in	Massachusetts.	This	form	can	be	used	to	transfer	ownership	of	any	valuable	item	between	a	buyer	and	seller.	Check	out
Massachusetts	General	Bill	of	Sale	Use	a	Massachusetts	boat	bill	of	sale	to	transfer	ownership	of	recreational	water	vehicles	(such	as	motorboats,	sailboats,	yachts,	and	jet	skis)	in	the	state	of	Oregon.	Check	out	Massachusetts	Boat	Bill	of	Sale	Use	a	Massachusetts	trailer	bill	of	sale	to	buy	or	sell	a	trailer	(or	any	non-motorized	vehicle	pulled	by
another	vehicle)	in	the	state	of	Massachusetts	and	register	it	at	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV).	Check	out	Massachusetts	Trailer	Bill	of	Sale	Use	a	Massachusetts	firearm	bill	of	sale	to	transfer	ownership	of	a	gun	(such	as	a	handgun,	rifle,	or	shotgun)	in	the	state	of	Mississippi,	and	avoid	legal	or	criminal	issues	involving	the	weapon	after	it
is	sold.	Check	out	Massachusetts	Firearm	Bill	of	Sale	Use	a	Massachusetts	horse	bill	of	sale	to	record	the	transfer	of	a	horse	or	pony	in	the	state	of	Massachusetts.	By	detailing	information	about	the	animal	being	sold,	you	can	protect	yourself	from	fraudulent	sales.	Check	out	Massachusetts	Horse	Bill	of	Sale	Massachusetts	Bill	of	Sale	Requirements
The	Massachusetts	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles	(RMV)	does	not	specifically	require	a	bill	of	sale	for	vehicles,	unless	registering	a	vehicle	that	is	exempt	from	titling.	In	that	case,	a	bill	of	sale	and	a	previous	registration	are	required	in	order	to	register	the	vehicle.	A	bill	of	sale	is,	however,	required	in	order	to	sell,	purchase,	or	register	a	vessel.
Language	Requirements	Massachusetts	does	not	provide	bills	of	sale	or	any	other	forms	in	other	languages,	but	the	RMV	does	provide	interpreters	to	translate	documents	and	the	parties’	answers	to	questions	asked	on	forms.	Any	translation	must	be	accompanied	by	a	Translation	Certification	Format	form	in	order	to	be	considered	valid.	Number	of
Copies	Since	a	bill	of	sale	is	not	always	required	in	vehicle	sales	transactions,	only	two	copies,	one	for	the	buyer,	and	one	for	the	seller	should	do.	However,	in-vessel	transactions	and	vehicle	transactions	where	bills	of	sale	are	necessary,	an	extra	copy	will	need	to	be	filed	with	the	Boat,	ATV,	and	Snowmobile	Registration	Bureau	or	the	RMV.
Massachusetts	Vehicle	Bill	of	Sale	Requirements	Bills	of	sale	in	Massachusetts,	while	sometimes	required,	do	not	have	to	be	notarized.	While	Massachusetts	does	provide	a	form,	you	can	also	hand-draft	your	own,	or	use	a	custom	vehicle	bill	of	sale	template.	All	bills	of	sale,	however,	should	contain	the	following	criteria:	The	names,	contact
information,	and	signatures	of	the	buyer	and	seller	The	sales	price	The	purchase	date	The	vehicle	identification	number	(VIN)	Identifying	information	regarding	the	vehicle	The	make,	model,	and	year	of	the	vehicle	After	Purchasing	a	Vehicle	In	addition	to	a	proper	bill	of	sale,	there	are	many	other	items	that	you	must	complete	and	submit	in	order	to
register	your	vehicle	in	Massachusetts.	Here	is	a	brief	list:	Dealership	Sales	For	buyers:	In	Massachusetts,	the	dealer	will	usually	take	care	of	all	registration	and	titling	paperwork	for	you.	Private	Sales	For	sellers:	Fill	out	the	seller-indicated	area	of	the	certificate	of	title,	including	the	odometer	reading,	and	sign	and	date	it.	Then	pass	it	to	the	buyer.
All	vehicles	built	after	the	model	year	1980	must	have	the	original	title	in	order	to	be	sold	and	registered	in	the	state.	You	may	sell	a	vehicle	that	is	older	than	the	model	year	1980	without	a	title,	as	long	as	it	was	purchased	prior	to	November	26,	1990,	and	you	have	a	bill	of	sale	and	the	current	registration.	You	must	remove	the	plates	from	the
vehicle	immediately.	You	may	attach	those	plates	to	a	new	vehicle,	but	you	must	do	so	within	7	days	of	selling	the	previous	vehicle.	For	buyers:	You	must	fill	out	the	Application	for	Registration	and	Title,	or	RMV-1	Form.	Once	you	insure	your	vehicle,	your	insurance	company	will	have	to	sign	and	stamp	the	form	to	prove	that	the	vehicle	was	insured
prior	to	the	registration	process.	You	can	title	and	register	your	vehicle	simultaneously	in	Massachusetts.	You	will	need	to	appear	at	your	local	RMV	office	in	person	with	the	certificate	of	title,	signed	by	you	and	the	seller,	with	the	price	indicated	on	it.	If	the	price	is	not	written	on	the	title,	or	the	car	is	too	old	to	require	a	title,	you	will	need	a	bill	of
sale,	indicating	the	price,	and	the	current	registration.	You	must	also	bring	the	Application	for	Registration	and	Title,	or	Form	RMV-1,	already	stamped	by	your	insurer,	and	money	to	pay	the	registration	and	titling	fees	and	sales	tax.	Sales	tax,	without	a	bill	of	sale	or	an	indicator	of	the	price	on	the	title,	is	based	upon	the	type	of	vehicle	you	are
registering	and	its	current	market	value.	However,	it	is	usually	assessed	at	6.25%	of	the	purchase	price.	Additional	fees	include	a	title	transfer	fee	of	$75,	and	either	a	registration	fee	of	$25	for	transferred	registrations,	or	a	registration	fee	of	$60	for	new	registrations	and	plates.	You	will	get	your	new	title	and	plates	immediately	afterward	at	the
RMV	office.	You	have	10	days	to	title	and	register	your	vehicle	unless	you	are	transferring	your	registration	from	a	prior	vehicle.	In	that	case,	you	will	have	7	days	from	the	day	you	disposed	of	the	previous	vehicle.	Once	your	vehicle	is	registered,	it	must	be	inspected	for	safety	and	tested	for	emissions	within	7	days,	even	if	the	last	inspection	is	still
considered	valid.	Inspection	stations	are	found	throughout	the	state.	Inspections	will	need	to	be	conducted	annually	once	the	vehicle	is	registered.	Massachusetts	Boat	Bill	of	Sale	Requirements	A	boat	bill	of	sale	is	required	in	order	to	sell,	purchase,	or	register	a	vessel,	and	an	official	form	is	provided	on	the	state	of	Massachusetts	website.	Make	sure
your	boat	bill	of	sale	includes	the	following	information:	The	names,	contact	information,	and	signatures	of	the	buyer	and	seller	The	make,	model,	and	year	the	vessel	was	built	The	company	letterhead,	if	the	vessel	was	purchased	from	a	business	The	hull	identification	number	(HIN)	The	length	of	the	vessel	Whether	or	not	the	vessel	includes	a	trailer
or	motor	Some	RMV	forms	in	Massachusetts	feature	a	penalty	of	perjury	printed	upon	them,	though	the	bill	of	sale	does	not.	If	you	are	hand	drafting	a	bill	of	sale,	you	may	choose	whether	or	not	you	would	like	to	include	one.	However,	the	state	does	consider	any	perjury	to	be	a	felony	and	allows	it	to	be	litigated	in	the	District	Court	with	potential
punishments	ranging	from	a	$1000	maximum	fine	and/or	up-to	2	and	1/2	years	in	jail.	After	Purchasing	a	Vessel	Dealership	sales:	For	buyers:	You	will	need	a	bill	of	sale	from	the	dealership,	as	well	as	a	manufacturer’s	certificate	of	origin	and	the	documents	indicated	below	to	register	your	vessel	in	Massachusetts.	The	dealer	cannot	register	and	title
your	vessel	for	you.	Private	sales:	For	sellers:	If	you	are	selling	a	vessel	that	originated	from	a	non-title	state,	the	current	registration	can	be	used	in	lieu	of	a	title	to	prove	ownership	for	selling	purposes.	However,	if	the	vessel	originates	from	Rhode	Island,	you	must	have	your	signature	on	the	title	notarized	in	order	to	transfer	ownership.	For	buyers:
You	may	pay	your	vessel	sales	tax	online	and	print	out	a	receipt.	If	your	date	of	manufacture	is	prior	to	1972,	or	your	HIN	does	not	have	proper	U.S.	Coast	Guard	formatting,	you	may	need	an	inspection	prior	to	registration.	You	must	visit	one	of	the	five	Boat,	ATV,	and	Snowmobile	Registration	Bureau	offices	in	order	to	register	your	vessel.	You	must
bring	with	you	a	bill	of	sale,	a	completed	Registration	and	Titling	Application,	or	Form	ELE	#1,	the	certificate	of	title	signed	over	by	the	seller	(for	boats	14	feet	long	or	over),	a	pencil	tracing	of	your	HIN,	Massachusetts	Department	of	Revenue	(DOR)	Form	ST-6	or	Form	ST-6E,	indicating	that	your	sales	tax	was	paid	or	you	are	exempt,	and	a	check	or
money	order	for	applicable	fees.	Sales	tax	in	Massachusetts	is	set	at	6.25%	of	the	total	purchase	price	of	the	vessel.	It	is	due	on	the	20th	day	of	the	month	following	the	purchase	date.	If	payment	is	late,	there	will	be	penalties	and	interest.	Registration	is	for	2	years	and	the	fees	are	as	follows:	Boats	under	16	feet	$44	Boat	length	16	feet	to	less	than	26
feet	$66	Boat	length	26	feet	to	less	than	40	feet	$88	Boat	length	40	feet	and	greater	than	$110	Boat	Title	$27.50	Duplicate	Title	$16.50	If	your	vessel	requires	a	HIN,	then	HIN	placement	must	be	proven	prior	to	the	receipt	of	your	new	registration	and	decal.	Massachusetts	Gun	Bill	of	Sale	Requirements	In	Massachusetts,	you	must	have	a	state	permit
to	carry	any	firearm,	but	there	is	no	official	registration.	Unofficially,	firearms	must	be	recorded	with	the	Massachusetts	Executive	Office	of	Public	Safety	and	Security	(EOPSS),	and	firearm	bill	of	sale	information	can	be	submitted	electronically	online.	When	submitting	your	gun	bill	of	sale,	make	sure	you	meet	the	following	criteria:	The	buyers’	and
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