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Photo Courtesy: Riot Games/IMDb Odds are that you may have already heard of popular online multiplayer games like Valorant, World of Warcraft, and Fortnite, especially if you know some gamers. But what exactly are these virtual forms of online entertainment — and why are they so popular? Well, whether you're looking to take up a little online
gaming yourself or are just trying to understand what your teenager is talking about when they refer to massively multiplayer online games (MMOs), we've got you covered. Consider this MMOs 101. Valorant was developed by Riot Games and set loose upon the world in June of 2020. It quickly emerged as a top rival to long-standing gamer favorites,
like Fortnite. This tactical first-person shooter (FPS) allows players the chance to become one of a variety of agents, who can then join a five-agent team. Photo Courtesy: Riot Games/IMDb In the main game mode, two five-agent teams are pitted against each other. The objective? One team attempts to plant and detonate a bomb while the opposing
team is tasked with stopping them. Whichever team completes its mission (or wipes out the opposing agents first) wins the round. Each round lasts 100 seconds and the first team to win 13 out of 25 rounds wins the match. Depending upon your skill level, the main game can be played in either competitive or unranked modes, as well as in modes like
Spike Rush (a shortened game) and Deathmatch (solo mode). With a surprising amount of depth and a high replay, IGN calls this "clever" game "a lot of fun to master." If you have children under the age of 18, you’'ve probably heard them mention Roblox. Roblox isn’t quite like other games you'll find on this list because it’s not just a game — it’s an
online gaming platform and creation system. Photo Courtesy: Roblox Studio/IMDb Once a player signs in, they're able to create their own block-like avatar, interact socially with other players, build structures and create their own games. Better yet, you can even explore and play games that were created by other Roblox users. Popular among
children, the game has amassed a global community made up of millions of players and it recently ranked as one of the most popular online entertainment platforms for children under 18 in a roundup by Comscore. Initially released by Epic Games in 2017, Fortnite quickly surged in popularity, boasting a staggering 78.3 million players by August of
2018. For newcomers, things can get a bit complicated, namely because the game can be played in three distinct modes, including Fortnite: Save the World, Fortnite Battle Royale and Fortnite Creative. Photo Courtesy: Epic Games/IMDb Here’s the breakdown: Fortnite: Save the World: In this pay-to-play game mode players join a team and work
together with up to three other teammates to battle zombie-like creatures. Throughout the game, you can craft weapons, build forts, find loot and level up your character, all while saving the (virtual) world. Fortnite Creative: This mode allows players to create their own virtual worlds where they can claim land, build castles and more or less make all
their own rules. You know, like you used to do in your sandbox-playing days. Fortnite Battle Royale: Clearly the most popular game mode and, as a general rule of thumb, if someone casually refers to Fortnite they’re likely talking about Battle Royale. This free-to-play mode drops 100 different players onto a virtual island where they search for
weapons and battle other players in an attempt to be the last one standing. Minecraft’s audience has swelled to include a monthly player count of around 126 million. A great example of what gamers call a "sandbox game," Minecraft provides players with the tools needed to harness their creativity and build unique worlds. Collecting building blocks
and using pixelated Legos not your thing? Well, Minecraft also offers a Survival Mode. Photo Courtesy: Mojang Studios/IMDb Unlike Creative Mode, Survival is a little dicier. In this more challenging format, players not only have to source food, tools and building blocks to craft shelters and resources, but they’re also tasked with fending off mobs and
monsters. All things considered, Minecraft is a game that demands you keep your wits about you. Nintendo's Animal Crossing: New Horizons has enjoyed incredible success ever since it was released in March of 2020. Part of its meteoric success may be due to the fact that it arrived on the scene right around the same time as the massive quarantine
orders ushered in by the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo Courtesy: Nintendo/IMDDb Long story short, not only did players find the social simulation game fun in its own right, but with a lack of in-person gatherings Animal Crossing offered players the opportunity to interact with real-world friends from the safety of their homes. Still haven’t figured out
what the game’s all about? Well, much like The Sims or Farmville, Animal Crossing sees players managing their own island village. Although the player character is a human, the other island inhabitants are anthropomorphic animals. And one of those animals is Tom Nook, a shopkeep with an eye for business. Nook provides players with a house and
amenities — and a steep debt. In order to pay off that mortgage, encourage new villagers to settle on your island, and design a spot worth visiting, players must catch fish, sell bugs and complete other seemingly mundane tasks in order to accumulate Bells, the local currency. In part, it’s those straightforward mechanics that have made Animal
Crossing the perfect escape for so many gamers during the pandemic. Since its online release in 2004, Blizzard Entertainment's World of Warcraft (WoW) has become an iconic game — and one that still boasts millions of players from around the world. The massively multiplayer online roleplaying game (MMORPG) is set in a fantasy-style world full of
magic, monsters and adventure. Photo Courtesy: Blizzard Entertainment/IMDb Players create an avatar — in typical fantasy style, avatar options include humans, dwarves, orcs and so on — decide which social class their character will belong to and begin to develop the character’s life by learning various talents and skills. Throughout the course of
the game, players can join up with others in guilds to complete quests, collect loot and take on powerful foes. While it's technically possible to beat WoW, most players aren’t in it to win it, so to speak. Instead, they enjoy the thrill of the near-constant virtual challenges and adventures that populate this incredibly detailed world. Amidst all the school
subjects, math is often difficult for young learners. The reality is that math problems can help students learn how to navigate the world around them in some really practical ways, strengthening rationale thought, problem-solving skills and abstract thinking. Think about going to the grocery store and needing to calculate the price for a pound of bulk
food, for example. Or think about a 25% off sale at the student's favorite sports shop. Many students don't get quite enough practice in applying math, and they may feel like they cannot succeed at it. Fortunately, there are many cool math games available online for free, and they are so appealing that people who don't like math may just change their
mind about that. Parents and students can access them easily to sharpen up math skills. We've found a few of them and share the details here about Cool Math Games, ABCya and Hooda math games, which can all contribute to students being able to navigate the world of math more easily. Coolmath Games helps everyone train their brains, using
logic, thinking and math. The site takes an approach of fun in learning and presents challenges at multiple levels. They boast that users won't even know they're getting a mental workout when they're using one of the hundreds of games on the site. Games are organized according to types of skill, including logic, strategy, number and mobile. Which,
of course, leads to the name--learning is cool when it's designed to be the right kind of challenge. Cool Math offers free online math lessons, math games and math activities. It includes lessons in pre-algebra, algebra and pre-calculus. Additional tools include online graphing calculators, geometry art, polyhedra, fractals and specially designated areas
for parents and teachers, so everyone can participate in the learning process. The site is like an amusement park for math learning, and that is very cool indeed. ABCya math games is another popular way to help students sharpen up their math skills. The website offers a variety of educational games and activities for school-aged children. Games are
organized by subject categories such as numbers, letters and holidays, and into grade levels from pre-kindergarten through fifth grade. In addition, many of the free games meet requirements within the Common Core State Standards Initiative. The site is very popular due to its content and its easy-to-use interface. Plus, the name is clever and easy to
remember. ABCya has created a number of apps for on-the-go math practice and learning. Because of the success of those apps, the site is ranked a Top 20 Publisher in the iOS App Store's Education Category and a Top 25 Publisher in its Kids Category. Who wouldn't want to try to learn more about math with games like "Percent Panic," "Secret
Message Maker" and "State Bingo"? Hooda Math Games is another popular, free online site for math games pitched to kindergarten through high school-aged learners. Like other sites, the students interacting with the games can engage with them to learn more about mathematics in creative ways. They can learn how to assemble a machine, to shop
for clothes or to build a bridge, for example. Users choose from grade level and category, including logic, geometry and physics, and then choose the match subject, such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, integers and algebra. The site offers more than 500 web-based games and more than 50 mobile games that can be
accessed safely through any browser and from any device. There's literally an endless supply of free math resources online for parents and students who need a bit of a math brush-up or who just want to have fun. Enjoy exploring the sites and gain confidence in skills that easily carry over to the real world.
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